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November 12, 2024 

Chairman McClain, Vice-Chair Dobos, Ranking Member Grim, and Members of the House Transportation 

Committee, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on House Bill 611. This bill seeks to rename State 

Route 199, between West South Boundary Street and State Route 105, in honor of U.S. Army Private First-

Class Jerry Bockbrader, a true American hero who made the ultimate sacrifice during the Vietnam War. 

 

PFC Bockbrader was a proud son of Perrysburg, Ohio, and a dedicated soldier in C Company, 2nd Battalion, 

5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division. He served with distinction as a Light Weapons Infantryman. 

Throughout his service, PFC Bockbrader earned numerous commendations, including the Combat Infantryman 

Badge, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam 

Gallantry Cross, and the Purple Heart. 

 

Tragically, on May 20, 1968, at just 20 years old, PFC Bockbrader was killed in action while searching a 

suspicious person. He died from the explosion of a grenade during this courageous mission. His bravery and 

commitment to duty embody the very best of what it means to serve our country. 

 

Chairman McClain, Vice-Chair Dobos, Ranking Member Grim, and members of the committee, I ask that you 

join me in honoring PFC Jerry Bockbrader’s legacy by supporting this bill to rename State Route 199 in his 

memory. This small but meaningful gesture would help ensure that future generations remember his sacrifice 

and the sacrifices of all who served in Vietnam. 

 

I would be happy to answer any questions you may have at this time. 

 

  


