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Chairman Roemer, Vice Chair Lorenz, Ranking Member Troy and honorable members of the Ways and 

Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in opposition to proposed House 

Bill 189. 

My name is Matthew Tippit. I am a licensed Social Worker and a Policy Associate for the Children’s 

Defense Fund-Ohio. Born out of the civil rights movement, our organization has been advocating on 

behalf of Ohio’s children for more than forty years, striving to advance policies and programs that lift 

children out of poverty, protect them from abuse and neglect, and ensure their access to targeted health 

care, quality education, and nutritional wellness. We believe that the health, safety, and lives of Ohio 

children are already under great threat due to gun violence and view HB 189 as a continuation and 

worsening of this endangerment.  

HB 189 eliminates the sales and use taxes for firearms and ammunition. The bill would also provide tax 

incentives for firearm industry manufacturers in Ohio and provide a tax credit that would offset the 

federal excise tax. The Legislative Service Commission estimates that this would reduce state and local 

tax receipts by about $29 million to $49 million.  

This is deeply concerning for several key reasons. First and foremost, gun violence is the number one cause 

of death for children and youth in the United States. In no other comparable country are firearms within even the 

top four causes of mortality among children. According to research from , Ohio ranks 

33rd worst in the nation for the strength of the current gun safety laws in our state, just three rankings away from 

being termed a “national failure” for weak gun policies that lead to higher rates of gun violence. In fact, spanning 

the last ten years of available data from 2011-2021, we know that half of all child and teen gun deaths occurred in 

just 10 states – and critically, one of them is Ohio. Significant  shows that where there are fewer guns, there 

are fewer gun deaths. HB 189 would make firearms more accessible. This in the absence of critical common-sense 

gun laws – like safe storage, child access prevention, and more – takes our state in the wrong direction for 

protecting our children and youth from gun violence in their homes and communities. 

Second, CDF-Ohio believes that we should prioritize policies and resources to address critical child well-being 

issues , such as providing free school meals to all Ohio students to curb child hunger, addressing gaps in health care 

for children experiencing poverty through Medicaid continuous eligibility, or providing greater assistance to our 

most marginalized youth attempting to navigate challenging transitions to adulthood for instance. There are so 

http://www.cdfohio.org/
http://www.cdfohio.org/
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/download?key=21415&format=pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/26/politics/gun-violence-data-what-matters/index.html
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many issues facing children and their families before us, and the fact that we have made subsidizing gun ownership 

paramount is deeply concerning.  

Lastly, there is one number I want to leave you with: 115. That is the number of Ohio children we have 

lost to preventable violence involving guns in 2023 so far. That is 115 young lives lost and we haven’t 

even finished the year. If you add young adults aged 20-24, that number jumps up to 247. Just consider 

that one of those deaths of a child under the age of 18 was the death of a an infant who had not yet 

reached their first birthday. This cannot be our reality. 

While we might disagree on the solution, I hope that we all can agree that these deaths need to be 

addressed. But this legislation clearly isn’t a step in that direction. In a state with 115 children lost far too 

soon to guns, why would we make it cheaper and, therefore, easier to obtain a gun? In a state where a 

teenager was killed by other teenagers at a mall, why are we making it easier to get a gun and not 

requiring or incentivizing safe storage of these firearms? Children are dying before they get a chance to 

see 18, and others are losing their lives to the criminal justice system because our lax state laws to protect 

them made it too easy to get a gun before their brain was fully developed.  

I haven’t been out of high school for that long, so I can vividly remember being on a school bus riding 

past a crime scene, then getting to school and hearing that my friend's neighbor had been shot and his 

mom was the one to call the police. The person who lost their life earlier that morning was in high school 

as well. I was fortunate enough not to lose any friends myself during high school, but I cannot say the 

same for my peers. On any given day, I can easily list at least five children who lost their lives during high 

school that were friends of my friends. This impacts more than just children as well. Young adults aren’t 

left out of these tragic stories either. In the past few years, I’ve personally lost two friends to gun violence 

and one of the things those losses remind me of is that a gun isn’t a shield.  Having a gun doesn’t make 

anyone bulletproof. And what is a child that hasn’t even made it to their first birthday supposed to do 

when a bullet is flying at them?  

I urge you to consider a different option. Please protect children and not guns. Here are a few key baseline 

policies we recommend the state of Ohio take up before they consider HB 189 further. 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.everytown.org/solutions/responsible-gun-storage/
https://www.everytown.org/solutions/responsible-gun-storage/
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2022/study-finds-significant-increase-in-firearm-assaults-in-states-that-relaxed-conceal-carry-permit-restrictions
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2022/study-finds-significant-increase-in-firearm-assaults-in-states-that-relaxed-conceal-carry-permit-restrictions
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