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Douglas J. Mcbrath SheunL"
37 B, Main St.

McConnelsville, OH 43756
740-962-4044

Shert

Dear Agriculture & Natural Resources Commities,

[ am writing to express my strong suppost for House Bill 33 and the propossd increase in funding
for Jesse Owens State Park in Morgan County. As the Sheriff of Morgan County, I belisvs thet the
addition of law enforcement personnel to the park would bs an excellent investment in the safety and
security of our community.

The park ativacts a large number of visitors sach year, and while the vast majority of them are
law-abiding and respactful, there are always a few who causs problems. On May 13, 2022, thers was a
hatchet atiack at Jesse Owens State Park that lef several visitors injured. While law enforcement
responded quickly and were able to apprehend the suspset, the incident s3rves as 2 reminder of the
importance of maintaining a visible and active law enforcament presencs in the park.

The addition of more law enforcement personnel would help to deter criminal activity and snsure
that the park remains a safe and enjoyable place for all visitors. Furthermors, the natural beauty of Jesse
Owens State Park also draws many people te the area for rscraational activities such as hiking, ﬁshing,
and camping. Having more law enforcement in the park would not only protect visitors but alse help to
reduce the risk of damage to the park’s natural resouress.

I strongly urge you to support House Bill 33 and provide the necessary funding for additional law
enforcement personnel to be assigned to Jesse Cwens State Park. Your investment in the park’s safsty and
security will benefit both visitors and residents alike, and will help to ensure that Jesse Gwens Siate Park
remains a valuable asset to our coramunity.

[ appreciate your consideration of this request and your commitment to supporting the safety and
well-being of our community. Thank you for your continued effosts to enhance our local parks and

natural resources.

Morgan County Sheriff



