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Chair Wilkin, Vice Chair Reineke, Ranking Member DeMora, and fellow members of the
Senate General Government Committee, thank you for allowing me to provide sponsor
testimony today on Senate Bill 326.

I would also like to thank Governor DeWine and his cabinet for their leadership on this
issue. The administration has been a consistent voice in warning of the dangers of this
unregulated, untested, and dangerous market, and | am thankful for their efforts.

Senate Bill 326 prohibits the sale of intoxicating hemp products in Ohio. Intoxicating
hemp products are untested, unregulated psychoactive products that can be just as
intoxicating, if not more intoxicating, than marijuana. These products masquerade as
hemp, like CBD, when in fact, they have been drastically chemically altered or infused
with synthetic substances that cause an intoxicating effect. For instance, a substance
known as THCP is reported to be 30 times more potent than true Delta 9 marijuana—
with none of the testing or consumer safety regulations.

Given the lack of regulations, the intoxicating hemp industry has been able to confuse
Ohio consumers and law enforcement by marketing themselves as “dispensaries” with
“recreational marijuana.” These types of places are becoming more and more prevalent—
causing consumers to think they are buying well-tested, well-regulated marijuana that
supports Ohio’s economy when they are not.

And worse, the intoxicating hemp industry is strategically targeting our youth, selling
products that resemble candy, cereal, gummies, and candy in flavors such as “fruit tarts.”
We have all seen the reports of teenagers, and adults, being able to purchase Delta-8
intoxicating gummies at local gas stations without showing any form of ID. It simply
should not be that easy.



We must act quickly to stop the customer confusion and protect Ohioans from these
dangerous, untested products. The longer we wait, the further we fall behind. The
legislature has been debating this policy point for over a year now, and according to a
recent report from the OSU Drug Enforcement and Policy Center, “a majority of states
have fully prohibited or placed significant regulations on intoxicating hemp products”
and “Ohio is currently among a minority of states with minimal or no regulations on
these products.”

Before closing out, |1 would like to address some claims | have heard that this bill would
somehow put the whole hemp market, particularly CBD-based products, out of business.
This is not true. The bill carves out CBD, CBN, CBV and several similar substances from
the definition of THC—ensuring true CBD-type products are not affected, so long as they
have not been mixed with other intoxicating substances. As such, the hemp market will
continue to have a place here in Ohio with CBD creams and topicals sold in stores across
the state.

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony to you today, | am happy to answer
any guestions you may have.
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