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Chair Wilkin, Vice Chair Schuring and Ranking Member DeMora, and members of the Senate General
Government, thank you for the opportunity to submit this written testimony in support of Senate Bill
326, sponsored by my emergency medicine colleague, Senator Steve Huffman (R- Tipp City).

My name is Tom Krzmarzick and | am a pediatric emergency medicine physician and the Division Chief of
Emergency Medicine at Dayton Children’s, where our team of pediatric emergency medicine physicians
and nurses treat over 100,000 sick and injured kids every year. My colleagues and | are seeing more
and more young children coming into the ED, sick and even unresponsive after they ingested marijuana
edibles.

In fact, from 2019 to 2023, emergency department visits for kids in our facilities who accidentally
consumed or were exposed to cannabis products went up by 571%. Sadly, this is an issue all across Ohio
and nationally. In Ohio, data from the Ohio Poison Control Center, there have been at least 257 reports
of Delta 8 poisoning in Ohio over the last three years. In 2023 alone, there were 102 reported
poisonings, including 40 involving children under the age of six. A research report from Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) showed that ALL cases of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) intoxication in
children under 12 years of age involved edible forms of THC.

With intoxicating hemp, these products generally have increased levels of delta-8-THC, a federally
unregulated ‘sister compound’ to the more widely known delta-9-THC. Delta-8-THC produces similar
intoxicating effects as delta-9-THC, however it has not been evaluated by the U.S. Food & Drug
Administration (FDA) for safe use in any context, and the manufacturing process to increase its
concentration exposes anyone consuming these products to potentially harmful chemicals.

In addition, many of these products use copycat packaging that look just like every day snacks such as
cereal, gummies, and candy in flavors such as “fruit tarts,” creating a huge temptation for children.

While they may look harmless, they often can contain several times the recommended adult dose of
THC and if a child consumes even one, it can lead to serious symptoms, including dizziness, weakness,
difficulty breathing, or heart issues.

We must act now to protect our children from these dangerous, untested products. This bill would
prohibit anyone from selling an intoxicating hemp product in Ohio and would go a long way to protect
our children from accidental ingestions.

Please take action and pass SB326. It is a step in the right direction to protect kids.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this written testimony in support of SB 3236. Feel free to
contact me if you have any questions.
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