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The Honorable Shane Wilkin

Chairman, General Government Committee
Ohio Senate

Ohio Statehouse

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Chairman Wilkin and Members of the Senate General Government Committee—

On behalf of the nearly 3,000 members of the Ohio Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics (OhioAAP), I am writing
today to express our support for Senate Bill 326, sponsored by State Senator Steve Huffman, MD. This legislation would
prohibit the sale of intoxicating hemp products, which have become increasingly accessible and pose a risk to children.

Child safety has been a key consideration as Ohio has crafted its medical marijuana program over the last several years
and, more recently, after Ohio voters approved Issue 2 last year. Despite these efforts, we have seen an increase in ER
admissions and calls to poison control centers for ingestion (both accidental and intentional) of THC products by
children. State law requires cannabis products to be sold in childproof and tamper-evident packaging and dispensaries
have strict rules around ID requirements and minor access. These are critical safeguards that help protect children from
legally purchased products.

SB 326 seeks to address a major blind spot in Ohio’s current regulatory environment for cannabis by prohibiting the sale
of intoxicating hemp products. Unlike common hemp products containing CBD, which do not have intoxicating qualities,
products such as Delta-8 and Delta-9 THC can be as potent or sometimes more potent than cannabis purchased at a
licensed dispensary. You can often find these products at convenience stores and gas stations and they often mimic
cannabis products in appearance and packaging.

Current Ohio law does not have an age restriction for the purchase of hemp or CBD products, therefore minors have
been able to obtain these products without an ID. Further, these products are exempt from prohibitions on packaging or
advertising that appeals to children. Until the General Assembly can take the time to properly develop a regulatory
framework for these products, they should be prohibited. Therefore, we urge you to pass SB 326 as quickly as possible.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

- by
Melissa Wervey Arnold

Chief Executive Officer
Ohio Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics
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