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Chairman Wilkin, Vice-Chair Schuring, Ranking Member DeMora and members of the House Finance
Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 354, a bill that
would prohibit the sale of intoxicating hemp products. My name is Maggie Lutterus, and | am the
Advocacy and Public Policy Coordinator of Prevention Action Alliance (PAA). PAA is a statewide nonprofit
prevention agency based in Columbus, Ohio and has been in existence for over thirty years. PAA is
dedicated to leading healthy communities in the prevention of substance misuse and the promotion of
mental health wellness. Our organization offers an abundance of resources, training services, grants, and
advocacy opportunities for those who are active in the prevention and mental health fields.

SB 326 is a necessary step to ensure the health and safety of consumers and address the growing
concerns surrounding the sale and use of delta-8 products. Unlike traditional cannabis, hemp products—
often marketed as "natural" or "wellness" products, are not manufactured or packaged consistently.
Currently in Ohio, delta-8 and other intoxicating hemp products are frequently sold in places where
young people have easy access, such as convenience stores, gas stations, and online marketplaces
without any age limits. These products are often in the form of gummies, cookies, vapor products, even
breakfast cereals, and other consumables that are particularly appealing to younger individuals.

One of the most alarming issues related to the proliferation of hemp-derived products, particularly those
containing THC, is the increasing access by youth to these substances. Not only are these products
accessible to youth, but these products are also marketed in a way that makes them attractive to minors.
Currently, there is insufficient oversight to prevent youth access to these potentially harmful products. A
study done by the Keck School of Medicine of USC found that 11% 12 grade students in the United
States used delta-8 products in the last year, with 15% of 12t" grade students from the Midwest reporting
that they used delta-8 in the last year®. This is extremely alarming as these products have only been
available on the market for six years. When a new addictive substance is introduced to the market with
minimal or no health regulations, youth and young adults are usually the first to suffer the negative
consequences.

We are seeing a concerning rise in the number of youths and adults who are unknowingly consuming
these products. Many hemp-derived products, especially those containing Delta-8-THC, are being sold

L https://keck.usc.edu/news/more-than-11-of-u-s-12th-graders-used-psychoactive-delta-8-thc-last-year-study-
finds/



without clear warnings regarding their intoxicating effects. For example, delta-8 drinks can be found in
non-alcohol sections, while these products are not alcohol, they can still have an intoxicating effect on
consumers and create impairment. In Roanoke, Virginia, a two-year old was hospitalized after eating
what appeared to be Apple Jacks cereal but was a product with delta-82. While these products are
marketed as "hemp-derived" or "CBD," many consumers are unaware that they can be psychoactive,
cause impairment, or potentially appear on a drug screening. The lack of clear labeling and standardized
information leaves consumers in the dark about what they are ingesting and the potential risks involved.

Finally, | would like to emphasize the dangers that exist as a result of the lack of federal oversight of
intoxicating hemp-derived products. While hemp-derived CBD products are subject to some regulation,
intoxicating cannabinoids like Delta-8-THC and others currently fall into a regulatory gray area. The Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) has not established clear guidelines for these products, which has
allowed manufacturers to produce and sell products without sufficient testing for safety, potency, or
quality control. The CBD to delta-8 conversion process requires additional chemicals, which can be
hazardous. The resulting delta-8 products may contain residual contaminants that are harmful when
inhaled or ingested. The absence of oversight has exposed consumers to unsafe products, varying
potency, and inadequate labeling, all of which increase the risks associated with their use. Additionally,
the lack of federal regulation of delta-8 products places consumers at significant risk of being exposed to
toxic byproducts®. These products differ from the supervision of Ohio’s adult-use cannabis program
where the Division on Cannabis Control has quality testing and oversight.

In conclusion, the regulation of intoxicating hemp products is long overdue. By addressing the issues of
youth access, consumer confusion, and the lack of state and federal oversight, this bill will create a safer
and more transparent market for hemp-derived products. It will protect vulnerable populations,
especially youth, and ensure that consumers have the information they need to make informed choices.

Thank you, Chairman Wilkin, and members of the General Government Committee for the opportunity
to provide testimony on SB 326. | would be happy to answer any questions or provide additional
information at this time.
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