Chairman Wilkin, Vice Chair Reineke, Ranking Member DeMora and members of the Senate General
Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on Senate Bill 326 (SB
326). My name is Frank Stams, and I am a City Councilman in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, where I grew up. I live
there now with my wife of 25 years, and we raised our children there. After graduating from St. Vincent-St.
Mary High School in Akron, I had the opportunity to play football at Notre Dame where, after overcoming
some adversity, | helped lead the team to a 1988 National Championship win under Ohio native Lou Holtz.

The next year, I was drafted by the NFL, where I played for 7 years before returning home to finish my career
as a Linebacker with the Cleveland Browns under Bill Belichick and Nick Saban. After my time in the NFL, I
worked as the Executive Director of the Greater Akron First Tee, a nonprofit teaching values to children ages 6
to 18, before deciding to devote my life to public service. I have found a home serving and giving my
community a voice. My goal now is to spend my time making my community a better place for my children,
family, and friends. I had a great childhood in the Falls and want the same for my constituents.

Over the past few years, | have become increasingly aware of a plague of unlicensed marijuana shops popping
up in our community under the guise of “hemp,” “CBD,” “vape” or “smoke” shops. To be clear, these stores are
selling intoxicating marijuana products and other synthetic designer drugs as “hemp.”

One store is selling frozen push pops with 500 milligrams of Delta 9 THC in them — what I am told is 50 times
the maximum allowable dose in Ohio’s adult use program!* Another store is selling 50-count packs of empty
marijuana packaging with California THC symbols on them, stylized with branding from licensed cannabis
companies, artwork from cartoon shows, and branding from commercially available candy, so that patrons can
take part in this charade by packaging their own illicit lookalikes.? The same store is selling Doritos, Fritos,
Cheetos, SweetTarts, Caribo Gummy Bears and other foods popular with children that are infused with
intoxicating synthetic cannabinoids.® By my count, there are over 15 of these stores in our small community, not
including the numerous gas stations, convenience stores, alcohol drive throughs, bars, and other shops that sell
these products. More pop up all the time, and they are openly advertising these intoxicants alongside candy,
soda, snacks, synthetic cannabinoids, nicotine, intoxicating mushroom products, alcohol, and other drugs.

In preparing this testimony, I heard a lot about hemp regulations “putting people out of business.” But, look —
the point I want to impress upon you is this: these are not legitimate businesses. What kind of legitimate
business thinks it’s ok to sell a package of Easter candy labeled “SweetTarts - Chicks, Ducks, and Bunnies”
with 250mg of THC in it? And, since when has it been ok for bars and restaurants to serve THC beverages to
patrons alongside alcohol? It has never been ok for people to import synthetic designer drugs, illicit marijuana,
and other intoxicants into this state, and no one told them to do this. We did not bat an eye about “putting people
out of business” when we legalized medical marijuana in this state or when we prohibited other synthetic
cannabinoids during the K2 and Spice epidemic. Ohioans voted for regulated marijuana last November - not
unlicensed, Amsterdam-style drug shops selling counterfeit candy and chips infused with synthetic drugs. They
certainly didn’t vote to legalize an unknown number of new synthetic designer drugs for use by children.

In the six years following the passage of the 2018 Farm Bill, a lack of enforcement power has led to a situation
where illicit marijuana and synthetic designer drugs are sold as “hemp” out of stores with flashing neon
marijuana leaves and the word “THC” emblazoned on their front windows. Law enforcement and health
officials are confused and powerless under the status quo, while perpetrators accept payments for these products
with major credit cards. These products are being sold to our children. They are in our schools and on our
school busses. It’s always “just hemp” until a student is rushed to the hospital for cannabinoid intoxication.
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The way I see it, there cannot be two regulatory pathways for marijuana in this state, and at its most benign,
intoxicating hemp is just unregulated marijuana. Intoxicating hemp represents everyone’s worst fears about
legal marijuana. We do not permit this sort of thing to happen with alcohol, tobacco, or any other regulated
product. Bootleggers are crushed in those industries because they hurt people. It is incumbent on us to get ahead
of this public health crisis by stopping it from happening with “hemp.”

I am here today to speak in favor of SB 326 as a great foundation for reining and sacking in a plethora of bad
actors who have been poisoning our children and communities with illicit drugs and “loophole” intoxicants for
the past 6 years. This legislation protects the rights of legitimate hemp farmers to continue producing non-
intoxicating and industrial hemp products, while beginning to close loopholes being used to skirt existing
marijuana regulations and consumer safety laws. But, most importantly, it finally starts to combat the marketing
of unregulated marijuana, synthetic designer drugs, and other intoxicants to Ohio children and adults under the
guise of “hemp.”

Thank you for your time.
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