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Chair Wilkin, Vice Chair Reineke, Ranking Member DeMora, and members of the Senate General
Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of Senate
Bill 326, a legislative measure that would prohibit the sale of intoxicating hemp products in Ohio.

My name is Teresa Lampl, and | am the CEO of the Ohio Council of Behavioral Health and Family
Services Providers — a statewide trade and advocacy organization that represents over 170 private
businesses that provide prevention, treatment, crisis, and recovery services. Our membership
organizations focus on providing patient-centered and trauma-informed behavioral health services
to children and youth, adults, and families in all communities throughout Ohio.

| want to thank the sponsor of the bill, Senator Steve Huffman, for his leadership on this issue. As a
doctor, Senator Huffman understands the dangerous effects that unregulated and untested
intoxicating hemp products can have on Ohioans. | must also express my gratitude to Governor
DeWine and his entire administration for their strong stand against and unrelenting focus to stop
the unregulated sale of intoxicating hemp products — especially the deceptive marketing of such
products to Ohio’s youth.

Senate Bill 326 is straightforward and simple — it defines the term “intoxicating hemp product”, prohibits a
person from selling such products in Ohio, and then sets forth a civil and criminal process to enforce
this prohibition. Unregulated, untested, and dangerous substances should not be made available to
unsuspecting consumers and producers of intoxicating hemp products should not be allowed to
market their dangerous products to Ohio’s youth. Ohio does not allow alcohol, tobacco, or even
certain cold medicines to be sold without restrictions and safeguards — no exception should be
made for intoxicating hemp products. Indeed, when finally, Ohio has seen progress in our efforts to
stem the tide of overdose deaths, now is not the time to relax our guard on other substance use
challenges.

Again, thank you to Chair Wilkin and the committee for the opportunity to offer the Ohio Council’s
perspective and support for SB 326. If the committee has any questions or would like to discuss this
matter in greater detail, please contact Teresa Lampl at lampl@theohiocouncil.org
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