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Testimony in Opposition to Senate Bill 326
Scotty Hunter, CFO

1662 Blue Rock St. Cincinnati OH, 45223
Urban Artifact/Niche Beverage Company

To: Ohio Senate President Matt Huffman

| write today to express concerns over the introduced Senate Bill 326

which essentially bans most hemp products from retail sale in Ohio. While | share your
concerns over youth access to intoxicating substances, we urge you to take the time to fully
consider this legislation and alternative proposals to avoid unnecessarily destroying the entire
hemp industry in this state.

An industry that has allowed our business to grow by 20% year over year with another projected
20% growth next year as well. This growth has already allowed us to to add multiple
manufacturing jobs, a new warehouse position and we will be adding additional sales and
marketing positions in 2025 that would be at jeopardy should this bill pass as currently written.

| urge you to consider a regulatory approach to the sale of hemp products in Ohio that
preserves consumer choice while addressing policy makers’ stated concerns over safety and
youth access. We are supportive of the attached draft bill submitted to you by colleagues at the
American Healthy Alternatives Association that addresses a number of concerns expressed by
legislators considering hemp regulation.The proposed bill would include provisions addressing,
among other things, stronger enforcement, licensing for manufacturers and sellers, independent
testing of hemp products, adequate labeling which prohibits child-enticing images, and age
restrictions on the sale of hemp-derived consumable products.

| stand ready to work with the legislature on meaningful hemp product regulation and
appropriate age limitations for the sale of certain products. | believe strict bans will only support
out-of-state, online, and illicit sales of these products, with no enforceable safety or age
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requirements, which does nothing to address the issues legislators have cited as the need for
new hemp legislation.

| seek to support and maintain Ohio’s hemp industry, most especially Ohio’s retail and small
business communities that currently benefit from the sale of hemp products. Those businesses
will be harmed and potentially put in jeopardy by a ban on hemp products.

| respectfully submit that a strong regulatory approach to hemp products, without bans, is the
best path forward for businesses and consumers alike. Thank you for your consideration and
opportunity to comment as you draft legislation.

Thank you for your consideration and opportunity to comment as you draft legislation.

Sincerely,
Scotty Hunter

Grayscale Brewing dba Urban Artifact & Niche Beverage Co
11-29-2024



