Chairman Wilkin, Vice Chairman Reineke, Ranking Member DeMora and all members of the Senate
General Government Committee, my Name is Dr. Sean Norris. | have a Ph.D. in organic chemistry
focusing on small molecule design and am currently the Director of Chemistry for MC Nutraceuticals, the
world’s largest minor cannabinoid distributor in the world. | entered this industry soon after receiving my
doctorate and have been trying to dispel misconceptions about chemistry for almost as long as | was
receiving my degree, in the heart of Breaking Bads release.

There is a misunderstanding behind the term synthetic or synthesis that | hope to be able to clarify
today. In today’s day and age supply tends to be dwarfed by demand. To bridge the gap, there must be a
way to increase supply in a multitude of industries. For most things that contain flour or corn as a base
ingredient they get fortified with vitamins and minerals to replace those lost in the process of making
cereal or bread or a multitude of other products.

Thiamine, riboflavin, ascorbic acid, folic acid, and niacin are just a few of the vitamins that are added to
fortified flour that get consumed by millions of Americans daily, often in the form of children’s cereal.
These vitamins are unable to be extracted from natural sources in amounts large enough for the
demand.

These vitamins are made through various synthetic steps that generally involve solvents, acids, bases,
metal catalysts, and a multitude of other reagents. These same reagents are used in the conversion of
CBD to Delta 8 THC. A common solvent used for the conversion of CBD to D8 can also be used in the
extraction of cottonseed oil, a common frying oil. The catalyst used for the conversion has been found to
be safe with low hazard even at high exposure limits. The amount used in the conversion of CBD to D8 is
about 6 mg per gram of CBD, a salt packet from a restaurant is almost 100x more material.

The processes used in the industry today are tried and true pulled from many sources over the year to
increase safety and efficiency. The problems in the industry are not from the conversion of CBD but from
bad actors who do not want to play by the rules. Banning the industry outright because of the bad actors
is only going to hurt the small business’, farmers, employees, and people who use these products for
their therapeutic potential. Bans also dangerously push reputable companies like MC Nutraceuticals,
who use highly trained scientist in top of line facilities, out of the state. Please consider a measured
approach to regulating this industry and balance consumer protections with business viability.



