
Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee. 
 

 As a passionate advocate for sustainability, I’m honored to share my expertise with you. 
I am a Cannabis Humans and History instructor at Hocking College I am also an advisor to The 
Cannabis Museum. With a Master’s in Sustainable Agriculture from Ohio University, a 
Bachelor’s in environmental science from Rio Grande University, and an Associate’s in Natural 
Resources Management from Hocking College, I’m committed to driving positive change. 
 

I am in huge support of ridding these bad actors, the importers, phonies, fabricated, 
engineered, counterfeit Delta 8 industry. However, today I want to address a pressing concern 
in Ohio’s agricultural cannabis industry. Senate Bill 326 lacks crucial distinctions between 
“naturally produced Ohio hemp” and “overseas chemical synthetic production of drugs” 
Furthermore standardized serving sizes stating any product cannot contain more than .5 mg of 
THC, or 2.5 mg per package will put every Ohio Hemp farmer out of business.  
 

This lack of education on the topic has devastating consequences for Ohio’s agriculture. 
Without clear guidelines, farmers, more specifically hemp farmers in this instance, struggle to 
navigate the market, and those prioritizing sustainable practices are unfairly penalized. As 
someone deeply invested in Ohio’s agriculture, I have seen firsthand, and personally 
experienced how this affects hemp farmers. By neglecting to address these issues, Senate Bill 
326 not only jeopardizes consumers well-being but also undermines Ohio’s agricultural 
resilience and economic growth.  
Keep in mind regulations around Ohio's hemp farmers are working just fine, these problems are 
from outside the state. Our hemp cultivators and their products do have regulations and 
traceability under the ODA hemp program. Not one Ohio hemp farmer produces “THCa or 
produces Delt8 THC”.  
 

The rise of Delta-8 THC, touted as a hemp-derived alternative, poses additional challenges. 
Contrary to claims, Delta-8 is not naturally occurring in hemp plants and requires a synthetic 
extraction process, which raises concerns about the safety of consumers, and environmental 
impact. Moreover, THCA, a non-intoxicating cannabinoid in its natural state, is an intoxicating 
cannabinoid once it has reached a certain temperature, e.g., lighting a joint, this non-
transparency is leaving farmers who prioritize sustainability, and non-intoxicating crops at a 
disadvantage. This disregard for non-intoxicating cannabinoids undermines the diversity and 
resilience of Ohio’s hemp industry, forcing farmers to choose between profitability and 
principles.  
 

 


