Ohio 135TH General Assembly
Senate General Government Committee
Interested Party SB326 Prohibit sale of intoxicating hemp products
December 03, 2024

Chairman Wilkin, Vice Chair Reineke, Ranking member Demora and members of the
Senate General Government Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to present my
Interested Party testimony before you today regarding SB326 with its purpose to
regulate intoxicating hemp products in Ohio

In section 3 of SB326 states;

This act is hereby declared to be an emergency. As introduced a measure necessary for
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety. The reason for such
necessity is to protect Ohioans, especially Ohio’s youth, from untested, unregulated
dangerous tetrahydrocannabinol products.

On that statement | must throw the flag and say “let's be honest with ourselves as to why now is
this such a hot topic that it needs fast tracked through the Lame Duck session”? How did we get
here? 1t's obvious who is behind the introduction of this bill and rightfully so. During the creation
of Ohio’s hemp program the state was negligent in promulgating rules/guidelines to the
established hemip retail stores in Ohio. This left an open window for the marketing and
cannabinoid manipulation by hemp retailers. This alarmed the cannabis licensees being they
dare over regulated with safety concerns and marketing rules.

Attached to my testimony you will find the language of two Acts | proposed to several legislators
in January of this year, The Hemp Act proposing the regulation of hemp retail sales and The
Melatonin Act proposing the regulation of melatonin retail sales. As for a safety concern on
adulterated cannabinoids, I'll make the point melatonin has been found to be the cause of death
in several children across the country. To this date | have heard of no declaration for an
emergency on this unregulated product. Melatonin has become the new narcotic used among
teenagers on the illicit market, being inexpensive, found in abundance in retail stores and no
rules to purchasing or warning labels.

While SB326 presents some concerns and solutions to the Ohio hemp retail market for the
safety of children and public safety further presents some disturbing language on the regulation
of various cannabinoids found in both the hemp and cannabis plants. | too have safety concerns
regarding any adulterated hemp or cannabis product in Ohio’s programs. With respect | would
caution on the banning of any natural cannabinoid found in both the cannabis and hemp plants
and suggest the focus remain on adulterated products, non tested products, imported sources
and unknown product additives.



| don't believe and hope that the intention of SB326 is not to terminate or harm the hemp
industry in an attempt to appease the cannabis industry. The economic impact of hemp retailers
has been one of positive revenue, tax dollars to the state, an alternative healthcare choice and
thousands of jobs in Ohio’s hemp retail businesses.

SB326 addresses the creation of criminal statutes under Chapter 3779 RC. These statues are
absurd and ridiculous over a non intoxicating plant. Will this be the beginning of a “New Era of
Cannabis Prohibition” through unwarranted language statutes to criminalize a plant and those
who freely choose to use or consume hemp products. Penalties for intoxicating alcohol and
tobacco products are much less severe as these two products cause a host of illegal behaviors
with many resulting in serious physical harm and death. Where is the true care for public health
and safety concerns?

There is a simple solution to the concern of adulterated products in both the hemp and cannabis
programs. The cannabis program has in place such rules; no adulterated products, safe
packaging, age appropriate consumption, full profiles and warnings on packaging labels, testing,
approved locations licensed by the state and a state inspection label on the business front door.
Employing these same rules to hemp retailers, seams conceivable and practical.

In Safety,
Tim Jolinson

Founder

614.736.1861
cannabissafetyfirst.com
timj.cannabissafetyfirst@gmail.com
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Tim Johnson
16 January 2024
AN ACT — Safe/Clean Hemp Act

Presented to the 135th Ohio General Assembly

To regulate, monitor, control the sale of, control the distribution of and control
the marketing of, control the manufacturing of — consumable/topical Retail
Hemp products inclusively sold in licensed Ohio retail storefronts, distributed
from licensed hemp wholesale facilities and manufactured in licensed hemp
facilities.

in 2019 the 133RD Ohio General Assembly passed SB57 to create an inclusive
hemp program in Ohio to be created and regulated by the Ohio Agriculture
Department. Since the creation and opening of Ohio’s hemp program there
has been an influx and infiltration of products and companies imploding and
discrediting the credibility of ethical Ohio hemp companies and their strictly
regulated various hemp products. The current practices and policies of the
unregulated retail and manufacturing of hemp products have lead to
unsubstantiated claims of health and medicinal values (FTC Federal Trade
Commission), non approved health and medical safety concerns (FDA Food
and Drug Administration), unfounded and embellished marketing approaches,
non compliant safety packaging, partial labeling information and a market
unregulated for truth and safety protocols over consumable and topical
adulterated hemp products.

Currently retail hemp products range from smokeable, vaping, dabbing,
edibles, drinks, lotions, creams, patches and more. These products may be
sold in some facilities without age verification/appropriate requirements and
by individuals with little to know knowledge of the hemp plant and its
products.

Marketing retail hemp products has shown an embellished practice of
exaggerated claims for use and contents. Rules need to be established to
regulate authentic, safe and true products.

Permissible retail facilities need licenses with reputable and knowledgeable
owners overseeing the operations of the facilities personally in an approved
business model format. Large chain store companies such as grocery markets,
pharmacies, super markets, novelty stores, fueling stations, corner markets
and more need to be excluded from licensing and sales of any hemp or
related products. Retail and manufacturing facilities shall be on a regulated
and licensed storefront or facility basis to hemp specific facilities and retail
shops.
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Synthetic and adulterated hemp products shall be banned from sales and
manufacturing. Products from the whole plant and full spectrum by design
shall be of primary concern. Cannabis natural isomers and other natural
cannabis compounds shall be only consideration of plant content other than a
permissible ingredient.

Packaging and labeling shall be rendered child resistant, non child attractive,
shall share all required warnings/markings and product content profiles.
Labeling shall be acceptable to FTC and FDA requirements.

Certificates of Authenticity (COA) requirements shall accompany products from
seed to sale methodologies.

Adulterated hemp products such as melatonin, caffeine or other such
ingredients shall be labeled appropriately with safety concerns in place.

Products not manufactured, produced, packaged and licensed in the United
States shall not be permissible.

It is with good faith that this Act is designed to provide safety barrier checks
for the consumption, purchase, sale, manufacturing and marketing of
consumable/topical retail hemp.

This Act requests all hemp retail consumable/topical products currently sold
over the counter be required to be secured behind the counter or within
secured display cases with age appropriate verification practices. That an
educational awareness Public Service Announcement, PSA, be established as
the first step in rendering safety practices and educating the public and
consumer of hemp products.

In Safety,
Tim Jobuson

3796 Stonesthrow Court East
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
614.736.1861

Safety First 101/Founder

timj.safetyfirst101@gmail.com
Cannabis Safety First/Founder

timj.cannabissafetyfirst@gmail.com

CANNABIS
SAFETY FIRST
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Tim Johnson

10 January 2024
AN ACT

Presented to the 135th Ohio General Assembly

To regulate, monitor, control the sale of, control the distribution of and
the marketing of — An unsafe Over the Counter Drug known as
“Melatonin”. Melatonin can primarily be found in a gummy form and may
be found in a pill or liquid form. The primary purpose of this drug is to
aid the restless and sporadic sleep of adults.

In recent years the consumption of melatonin has become a trend for
adolescents seeking a low cost street drug high. Melatonin can be
purchased at any retail store selling various over the counter
medications/drugs, at pharmacies and multi purpose retail stores...
exarmple‘WalMart Target, Kohls and more. Melatonin sales are
Unréguléted and available in plan view on shelves for purchase without
any age verification checks.

In recent years the trend of use by adolescents for recreational and

medical use has shown an increase in hospital ER/ED rooms. There

have been cases of death from Melatonin use verified medicaily and
recorded. Medical professionals need to wake up and realize every

gummy concern/overdose in their ER’s related to children is not the

actions of cannabis programs products.

Medical pejorative reactions present slow breathing and lung function
disturbances as well as metabolic abnormalities.

It is with good faith this Act is designed to provide a safety barrier check
for the consumption, purchase, sale and marketing of Melatonin. This
act is not designed nor requested to schedule Melatonin as a controlled
drug under the Controlled Substance Act.

This Act requests any Melatonin products currently sold over the
counter be required to be secured behind the counter with age
appropriate verification practices. That an educational awareness Public
Service Announcement, PSA, be established as the first step in
rendering safety practices.



Workers Compensation may wish to address the possibility of work
related accidents as Melatonin being a possible cause. Therefore the
implementation of work safety practices around the legal use of
Melatonin.

Be it noticed many hemp industry consumable products contain
Melatonin as an additive agent. With this adulteration, safety practices in
the manufacturing, consumption, retail sale and marketing of hemp
consumable products shall be required to share a warning/caution
statement on hemp product packaging.

In Safety,
Tim Johinson

Tim Johnson

3796 Stonesthrow Court East
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

614.736.1861
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Support articles; melatonin deaths and hospitalizations,
NIH/CDC/MayoClinic2023.

httos://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/south-texas-el-paso/news/2023/10/12/texas-
teacher-melatonin-qummies-students

https://www.npr.ora/2022/06/03/1102233012/melatonin-poisoning-kids-sleep-a
id-overdose

https://www.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9842516/

onin-side-effects/fag-20057874




https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7122al.htm

https://www.13abc.com/2023/04/27/melatanin-averdoses-rise-a mong-children/

httos:ffwww.colorado.edu!todavl2023!11!13!me|aton]n-use—aoars-amonn-childr
en-unknown-risks

httos:ffwww.hea_lthvchildren.orqlEnqIish!healthv—livinqfsleeoiPaqesfmelatonin-
and-childrens-sleep.aspx

https://www.aarp.org/health/drugs-supplements/info-2023/melatonin-gummies

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20231221-what-happens-when-you-take-to
o-much-melatonin
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o binim.nih qov/articles/PMCO567778/

https://ukhealthcare.uky edu/wellness-community/bloga/melatonin-overdoses-c
hildren-are-rise-heres-what-parents-need-know




