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Ohio Restaurant & Hospitality Alliance Interested Party Testimony on Senate Bill 326
December 3, 2024

Chair Wilkin, Vice Chair Reineke, Ranking Member DeMora and Members of the Senate General
Government Committee:

On behalf of Ohio’s 25,821 restaurant and foodservice locations and Ohio’s 564,000 restaurant
and foodservice workers, the Ohio Restaurant & Hospitality Alliance (ORHA) appreciates the
opportunity to provide Interested Party testimony on Senate Bill 326.

The ORHA represents a variety of different hospitality institutions from around the state, from
restaurants and quick service chains to coffee shops and, important for this bill, craft brewers.
After the 2018 Farm Bill allowed for the growing and production of hemp products, some craft
brewers and ORHA members took the chance on the new hemp market and began producing
hemp infused beverages. This new opportunity allowed brewers to step into a market of non-
alcoholic but still potentially stimulating beverages. Despite the lack of regulations surrounding
hemp products, they worked to ensure that the products were handled carefully, respectfully,
and age appropriately.

With this in mind, we believe that the best course of action for Ohio is to create smart, well-
crafted legislation to allow this market to remain open, but with proper guardrails to prevent
potential harm. Considering the current lack of regulations, we appreciate the Governor’s and
the Sponsor’s concerns. However, the distributors and producers currently invested, and others
potentially interested in this market, already have the knowledge and experience with
regulations concerning age-appropriate sales. Again, despite no existent laws, hemp beverage
producers and distributors have ensured that these beverages are not sold to underage
consumers. Considering the regulations they already experience, we believe that the producers
and distributors already have the knowledge and capability to execute regulations to ensure
safe, legal, and age-appropriate consumption. We hope to work with the sponsor and the
General Assembly to encourage timely, appropriate regulations that prevent bad actors from
harming our state, while allowing brewers and distributors to continue to explore this new,
burgeoning market.
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