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‭Testimony‬‭in‬‭Opposition‬‭to‬‭Senate‬‭Bill‬‭326‬
‭Ohio‬‭Senate‬‭General‬‭Government‬‭Committee‬
‭John‬‭Lynch,‬‭Beverage‬‭Manufacturer‬

‭Chairman‬‭Wilkin,‬‭Vice‬‭Chair‬‭Reineke,‬‭Ranking‬‭Member‬‭DeMora,‬‭and‬‭members‬‭of‬‭the‬‭committee,‬
‭thank‬‭you‬‭for‬‭the‬‭opportunity‬‭to‬‭share‬‭my‬‭perspective‬‭on‬‭Senate‬‭Bill‬‭326.‬‭My‬‭name‬‭is‬‭John‬‭Lynch,‬‭and‬‭I‬
‭am‬‭the‬‭owner‬‭of‬‭a‬‭beverage‬‭manufacturing‬‭company‬‭based‬‭in‬‭Columbus,‬‭Ohio.‬

‭Over‬‭more‬‭than‬‭a‬‭decade,‬‭my‬‭team‬‭and‬‭I‬‭have‬‭built‬‭a‬‭business‬‭committed‬‭to‬‭safety,‬‭quality,‬‭and‬
‭innovation.‬‭We‬‭started‬‭out‬‭making‬‭non‬‭alcoholic‬‭craft‬‭sodas‬‭for‬‭bars‬‭and‬‭restaurants,‬‭including‬‭our‬‭own‬
‭music‬‭establishment,‬‭Rambling‬‭House.‬

‭We‬‭produce‬‭both‬‭our‬‭own‬‭beverage‬‭lines‬‭and‬‭co-package‬‭for‬‭others,‬‭including‬‭Jeni’s‬‭Splendid‬‭Ice‬
‭Cream,‬‭with‬‭whom‬‭we‬‭developed‬‭a‬‭soda‬‭shipped‬‭nationwide.‬‭We’ve‬‭also‬‭had‬‭the‬‭privilege‬‭of‬
‭coordinating‬‭with‬‭the‬‭First‬‭Lady’s‬‭Imagination‬‭Library‬‭and‬‭produced‬‭beverages‬‭for‬‭events‬‭with‬‭Dolly‬
‭Parton‬‭and‬‭Luke‬‭Bryan.‬

‭Four‬‭years‬‭ago,‬‭we‬‭expanded‬‭into‬‭hemp-infused‬‭beverages,‬‭receiving‬‭one‬‭of‬‭the‬‭first‬‭hemp‬‭processor‬
‭licenses‬‭from‬‭the‬‭Ohio‬‭Department‬‭of‬‭Agriculture.‬‭Receiving‬‭this‬‭license‬‭was‬‭just‬‭one‬‭step‬‭in‬‭our‬‭larger‬
‭commitment‬‭to‬‭creating‬‭exceptional‬‭products,‬‭built‬‭on‬‭a‬‭foundation‬‭of‬‭rigorous‬‭standards,‬‭innovation,‬
‭and‬‭consumer‬‭trust.‬

‭As‬‭a‬‭non-cannabis‬‭user,‬‭I‬‭was‬‭reluctant‬‭to‬‭move‬‭into‬‭the‬‭intoxicating‬‭hemp‬‭space.‬ ‭However,‬‭after‬
‭years‬‭of‬‭reputable‬‭companies‬‭and‬‭people‬‭I‬‭trust‬‭asking‬‭us‬‭to‬‭partner‬‭or‬‭co-package‬‭in‬‭this‬‭market,‬‭I‬
‭created‬‭a‬‭2mg‬‭product‬‭that‬‭is‬‭now‬‭sold‬‭throughout‬‭the‬‭country.‬‭I‬‭am‬‭currently‬‭in‬‭discussions‬‭with‬
‭multiple‬‭distributors‬‭to‬‭carry‬‭our‬‭products‬‭and‬‭with‬‭multiple‬‭businesses‬‭to‬‭help‬‭formulate‬‭and‬
‭co-package‬‭products.‬‭I‬‭will‬‭only‬‭produce‬‭products‬‭that‬‭meet‬‭our‬‭safety‬‭guidelines‬‭and‬‭believe‬‭that‬
‭additional‬‭rules‬‭in‬‭this‬‭space‬‭will‬‭help‬‭all‬‭involved‬‭parties.‬

‭Hemp-Infused‬‭Beverages‬

‭Hemp-infused‬‭beverages‬‭are‬‭projected‬‭to‬‭grow‬‭at‬‭a‬‭compound‬‭annual‬‭rate‬‭of‬‭19%‬‭from‬‭2024‬‭to‬‭2030.‬
‭This‬‭growth‬‭reflects‬‭the‬‭rising‬‭demand‬‭across‬‭the‬‭entire‬‭beverage‬‭industry‬‭for‬‭innovative,‬
‭health-conscious‬‭alternatives.‬

‭Hemp-infused‬‭beverages‬‭offer‬‭a‬‭unique‬‭and‬‭accessible‬‭way‬‭for‬‭consumers‬‭to‬‭enjoy‬‭cannabinoids.‬
‭Bars‬‭and‬‭restaurants‬‭in‬‭Ohio‬‭are‬‭now‬‭selling‬‭intoxicating‬‭hemp‬‭beverages‬‭every‬‭day.‬‭These‬‭types‬‭of‬
‭retail‬‭locations‬‭are‬‭a‬‭natural‬‭fit‬‭for‬‭intoxicating‬‭hemp‬‭as‬‭they‬‭have‬‭a‬‭history‬‭of‬‭age‬‭verification‬‭built‬‭into‬
‭their‬‭business‬‭models.‬‭We‬‭would‬‭welcome‬‭a‬‭model‬‭where‬‭our‬‭products‬‭are‬‭distributed‬‭through‬‭Ohio’s‬
‭three‬‭tier‬‭alcohol‬‭system.‬‭This‬‭type‬‭of‬‭system‬‭would‬‭add‬‭another‬‭layer‬‭of‬‭consumer‬‭safety‬‭to‬
‭intoxicating‬‭hemp‬‭beverages‬‭as‬‭distributors‬‭self-select‬‭reputable‬‭brands‬‭and‬‭products.‬

‭As‬‭a‬‭beverage‬‭manufacturer,‬‭I’ve‬‭seen‬‭firsthand‬‭how‬‭hemp-infused‬‭beverages‬‭provide‬‭a‬‭safe‬‭and‬
‭health-conscious‬‭way‬‭for‬‭consumers‬‭to‬‭enjoy‬‭hemp.‬‭These‬‭products‬‭offer‬‭controlled‬‭dosages,‬‭avoid‬



‭the‬‭health‬‭risks‬‭associated‬‭with‬‭smoking‬‭or‬‭vaping,‬‭and‬‭fit‬‭naturally‬‭into‬‭social‬‭settings,‬‭allowing‬‭people‬
‭to‬‭enjoy‬‭responsibly‬‭with‬‭friends.‬

‭Risks‬‭of‬‭Legislation‬

‭The‬‭proposed‬‭legislation‬‭threatens‬‭to‬‭dismantle‬‭this‬‭burgeoning‬‭industry.‬‭Restrictive‬‭THC‬‭limits‬‭would‬
‭make‬‭it‬‭impossible‬‭to‬‭manufacture‬‭the‬‭type‬‭of‬‭hemp-infused‬‭beverages‬‭Ohioans‬‭desire.‬‭This‬‭would‬‭not‬
‭only‬‭harm‬‭businesses‬‭like‬‭mine‬‭but‬‭also‬‭negatively‬‭impact‬‭farmers,‬‭distributors,‬‭and‬‭retailers‬‭who‬
‭participate‬‭in‬‭this‬‭growing‬‭market.‬

‭Ohio‬‭already‬‭has‬‭a‬‭strong‬‭regulatory‬‭framework‬‭in‬‭place‬‭to‬‭monitor‬‭and‬‭ensure‬‭the‬‭quality‬‭of‬‭locally‬
‭produced‬‭hemp‬‭products.‬‭We‬‭should‬‭build‬‭on‬‭this‬‭success‬‭rather‬‭than‬‭creating‬‭unnecessary‬‭obstacles‬
‭for‬‭Ohio‬‭businesses‬‭due‬‭to‬‭concerns‬‭about‬‭out-of-state‬‭bad‬‭actors.‬

‭Regulated‬‭Hemp‬‭Industry‬‭in‬‭Ohio‬

‭My‬‭facility‬‭is‬‭regularly‬‭inspected‬‭by‬‭the‬‭Ohio‬‭Department‬‭of‬‭Agriculture,‬‭and‬‭I‬‭value‬‭the‬‭strong‬‭working‬
‭relationship‬‭I’ve‬‭built‬‭with‬‭these‬‭dedicated‬‭professionals‬‭over‬‭the‬‭past‬‭ten‬‭years.‬‭Food‬‭safety‬‭has‬
‭always‬‭been‬‭paramount‬‭to‬‭my‬‭business.‬‭Whether‬‭it’s‬‭a‬‭co-packaged‬‭product,‬‭beverages‬‭for‬‭national‬
‭events,‬‭or‬‭hemp‬‭products,‬‭every‬‭product‬‭we‬‭produce‬‭reflects‬‭our‬‭unwavering‬‭commitment‬‭to‬‭quality‬
‭and‬‭safety.‬

‭When‬‭we‬‭began‬‭producing‬‭hemp-infused‬‭beverages,‬‭we‬‭carried‬‭this‬‭philosophy‬‭into‬‭a‬‭new‬‭product‬
‭category,‬‭adhering‬‭to‬‭rigorous‬‭testing‬‭and‬‭labeling‬‭standards‬‭to‬‭ensure‬‭that‬‭every‬‭product‬‭meets‬‭federal‬
‭and‬‭state‬‭requirements.‬‭Ohio’s‬‭hemp‬‭program‬‭has‬‭been‬‭a‬‭success‬‭because‬‭of‬‭this‬‭commitment‬‭to‬
‭compliance,‬‭and‬‭I‬‭believe‬‭it‬‭can‬‭continue‬‭to‬‭be‬‭a‬‭model‬‭for‬‭other‬‭states.‬

‭I‬‭am‬‭aware‬‭of‬‭the‬‭products‬‭that‬‭were‬‭brought‬‭to‬‭the‬‭attention‬‭of‬‭this‬‭committee‬‭at‬‭the‬‭last‬‭committee‬
‭hearing,‬‭and‬‭I‬‭would‬‭agree‬‭that‬‭they‬‭were‬‭examples‬‭of‬‭products‬‭that‬‭should‬‭not‬‭be‬‭available‬‭in‬‭the‬
‭market.‬‭Leaving‬‭alone‬‭the‬‭ridiculous‬‭milligram‬‭content,‬‭they‬‭were‬‭out‬‭of‬‭compliance‬‭with‬‭a‬‭number‬‭of‬
‭basic‬‭ODA‬‭labeling‬‭requirements.‬‭ODA‬‭has‬‭the‬‭ability‬‭to‬‭deal‬‭with‬‭“truth‬‭in‬‭labeling”‬‭and‬‭at‬‭least‬‭one‬‭of‬
‭the‬‭products‬‭that‬‭was‬‭presented‬‭to‬‭the‬‭committee‬‭did‬‭not‬‭even‬‭have‬‭a‬‭manufacturer‬‭location‬‭or‬‭date‬‭of‬
‭production.‬

‭Balance‬

‭Ohio’s‬‭hemp‬‭program‬‭has‬‭the‬‭potential‬‭to‬‭be‬‭a‬‭national‬‭leader‬‭in‬‭innovation,‬‭job‬‭creation,‬‭and‬‭economic‬
‭growth.‬‭Instead‬‭of‬‭stifling‬‭this‬‭progress,‬‭I‬‭urge‬‭lawmakers‬‭to‬‭collaborate‬‭with‬‭industry‬‭stakeholders‬‭to‬
‭develop‬‭fair‬‭and‬‭practical‬‭regulations.‬‭Reasonable‬‭THC‬‭limits,‬‭rigorous‬‭testing,‬‭clear‬‭labeling‬‭standards,‬
‭and‬‭appropriate‬‭age‬‭restrictions‬‭are‬‭all‬‭achievable‬‭without‬‭dismantling‬‭the‬‭industry‬‭we’ve‬‭worked‬‭so‬
‭hard‬‭to‬‭build.‬

‭By‬‭implementing‬‭balanced‬‭measures‬‭like‬‭these,‬‭we‬‭can‬‭ensure‬‭consumer‬‭safety‬‭while‬‭allowing‬‭Ohio’s‬
‭hemp‬‭industry‬‭to‬‭thrive‬‭and‬‭continue‬‭contributing‬‭to‬‭the‬‭state’s‬‭economy.‬



‭Conclusion‬

‭In‬‭closing,‬‭I‬‭respectfully‬‭ask‬‭you‬‭to‬‭reconsider‬‭SB‬‭326.‬‭This‬‭legislation,‬‭as‬‭written,‬‭would‬‭devastate‬
‭small‬‭businesses‬‭like‬‭mine,‬‭and‬‭dismantle‬‭the‬‭progress‬‭we’ve‬‭made‬‭in‬‭building‬‭a‬‭safe,‬‭regulated‬‭hemp‬
‭industry.‬‭I‬‭have‬‭invested‬‭hundreds‬‭of‬‭thousands‬‭of‬‭dollars‬‭into‬‭equipment‬‭over‬‭the‬‭last‬‭four‬‭years‬‭with‬‭a‬
‭significant‬‭portion‬‭specific‬‭to‬‭hemp‬‭manufacturing.‬‭I‬‭am‬‭committed‬‭to‬‭being‬‭part‬‭of‬‭the‬‭solution‬‭and‬
‭would‬‭welcome‬‭the‬‭opportunity‬‭to‬‭work‬‭with‬‭lawmakers‬‭and‬‭regulators‬‭to‬‭ensure‬‭that‬‭Ohio’s‬‭hemp‬
‭program‬‭continues‬‭to‬‭thrive.‬

‭Thank‬‭you‬‭for‬‭the‬‭opportunity‬‭to‬‭share‬‭my‬‭story‬‭and‬‭concerns.‬‭I‬‭am‬‭happy‬‭to‬‭answer‬‭any‬‭questions.‬

‭Sincerely,‬
‭John‬‭Lynch‬
‭Owner,‬‭Rambling‬‭House‬‭Soda‬


