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December 3, 2024

The Honorable Shane Wilkin, Chairman
Senate General Government Committee
Ohio Statehouse

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Chairman Wilkin and members of the Committee,

The Ohio Council of Retail Merchants appreciates the opportunity to share written-only
interested party comments on Senate Bill 63.

We urge the Ohio General Assembly to strongly consider a regulatory framework for the sale of
adult-use hemp products. Our members have responsibly sold a range of legal, non-consumable
hemp toiletries for six years. We are unaware of any members selling consumables with a high
concentration of THC, marketed in packaging to entice children to purchase them, and we do not
support the sale and marketing of such products.

However, we encourage regulations that would permit them to sell adult-only consumable
products sometime in the future with an accepted level of THC as the market for such products
develops. Our members' POS systems verify age before purchase, employees are trained to
prevent underage sales, and they display signage that indicates age verification. Thus, they are
well-positioned to comply with Ohio’s regulations on approved adult-use products.

We are encouraged to hear from Senator Steve Huffman that he is working on language that
would create regulatory guidelines that our industry can support, and we look forward to
reviewing it upon its completion. We hope the Committee will agree that such a free-market
regulatory approach is better for Ohio businesses than a ban on non-intoxicating hemp products
that contain even the lowest levels of THC.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our interested party position on Senate Bill 63.
We encourage your support of the bill sponsor’s proposed changes.

Sincerely,

}Totp

Lora Miller

Director of Government Affairs & Public Relations



