Chairman Wilkin, Senator Huffman, and Members of the Senate General Government
Committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak again today. My name is Alexander Beck. For those
who may not know me, | am a licensed extractor with over a decade of experience in the
cannabis space specializing in solventless and ethanol-based extraction processes. | am
also a former cannabis cultivator, as well as a three-time cancer survivor who credits
cannabinoids for playing a significant role in my recovery. Today, | dedicate my career to
creating safe, organic, and effective cannabinoid-based products that improve health and
wellness.

Through my work, | have witnessed firsthand how cannabinoids, including psychoactive
hemp-derived compounds like delta-8 THC, THCP, HHC, and others, provide life-changing
benefits. These cannabinoids play a crucial role in managing pain, promoting relaxation,
supporting detox protocols, by sedating patients experiencing severe anxiety or withdrawal
symptoms.

Concerns with Senate Bill 326

While | understand the intent behind Senate Bill 326, prohibiting intoxicating hemp
cannabinoids outright is not the solution. Such a move risks driving these products into
unregulated markets, creating safety concerns while denying patients, wellness
professionals, and responsible consumers access to valuable therapeutic tools.

We have an opportunity here to strike a balance! One that protects public

safety, preserves access for those in need, and upholds accountability across the
industry.

The answer for a Clear Path Forward is to Integrate Hemp Cannabinoids into Ohio’s
Existing Cannabis Program

Currently psychoactive hemp cannabinoids are banned in legal cannabis
manufacturing facilities. If a legal cannabis product contains too much THCA, it will
be converted via mathematics to show potential decarboxylation, and the THCA and
THC will be grouped together as one and the products then considered failed.

Ohio already has one of the most effective and comprehensive cannabis regulatory
frameworks in the nation through the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program
(OMMCP). This program ensures that we Ohioans already have

e Strict Oversight: Every stage, from cultivation, testing, to retail sales is monitored
under clear, enforceable rules. We log and code every step of the cannabis process
in the Seed to sale system known as METRC.

¢ Consumer Safety: Products undergo rigorous third-party testing for potency and
contaminants, ensuring they are safe for use. If they do not meet the standards in
any way, the batch is failed. Depending on the reason for failing, the state may even
require the entire batch be destroyed.



Controlled Access: Licensed dispensaries currently only sell cannabis products to
verified adults and patients, keeping products out of the hands of minors.

This existing program works, and | propose that intoxicating hemp cannabinoids be
regulated under this same framework.

1.

Regulate Sales Through Licensed Dispensaries: Intoxicating hemp cannabinoids
should be sold through the same licensed dispensaries as cannabis products. This
ensures proper oversight, accountability, and age restrictions.
Adopt Existing Testing and Safety Standards: Products containing delta-8 THC,
delta-10 THC, THCP, HHC, or any other psychoactive cannabinoids should be
subject to the same third-party testing and labeling requirements as cannabis.
This guarantees that consumers know exactly what they are purchasing.
Ensure Patient Access: For individuals like patients and wellness professionals,
access to psychoactive hemp cannabinoids must remain legal and regulated. These
products play a critical role in:

o Managing withdrawal symptoms and promoting detoxification.

o Helping sedate patients who suffer from severe anxiety, insomnia, or

physical pain.

o Providing an alternative to harsher pharmaceutical options.
Maintain Economic Opportunities for Licensed Professionals: Licensed
extractors and processors, who already operate under strict regulations, must be
allowed to continue producing these products in a legal and controlled setting. This
supports Ohio’s economy while keeping the market safe.

Why This Works
By regulating intoxicating hemp cannabinoids under the OMMCP, we:

Protect Public Safety: Ohioans get access to safe, tested, and properly labeled
products.

Eliminate Unregulated Markets: Products will no longer appear in gas stations or
convenience stores with no oversight, which has taken away from increased tax
revenue generation for the state and confused consumers on the difference
between hemp and cannabis products.

Preserve Access for Patients and Consumers: Patients seeking detox or relief will
not lose access to valuable therapeutic tools.

Support Ohio’s Cannabis Industry: Integrating these cannabinoids into the existing
cannabis market provides economic opportunity for licensed businesses while
maintaining strict accountability.

We also Keep Ohio consumers in the state instead of forcing them outside of
state for cheaper alternatives, like the current Michigan situation.

Ohio already has the infrastructure, expertise, and oversight to make this happen. There is
no need to reinvent the wheel, let’s build on the success of the current system.



In Conclusion

Chairman Wilkin, Senator Huffman, and members of the committee, | urge you to consider
this balanced approach. By regulating intoxicating hemp cannabinoids through Ohio’s
existing cannabis market, we can address safety concerns, protect patients, and foster
responsible industry growth as well as generate more tax revenue for the state. Together,
and by utilizing this program, we can build one of the safest and most accessible cannabis
and hemp cannabinoid frameworks in the nation.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | welcome any questions you may have.

Respectfully,

Alexander Beck

Manager of Extraction and Artisanal Infusion Processes at Innovative Healing solutions
Licensed Detox Specialist and Health and Wellness Coach

CEO Founder Beck’s Rx and Beck & Kosar

Father and Three-Time Cancer Survivor



