Testimony in Opposition to S.B. 326
Wesley Bryant, Founder and CEO of 420CraftBeverages

Good afternoon, Chair Wilkin, Vice Chair Reineke, Ranking Member DeMora, and esteemed
members of the committee. My name is Wesley Bryant, and | am the founder and CEO of
420CraftBeverages, a Cleveland-based small business licensed by the Ohio Department of
Agriculture to produce premium hemp-infused beverages.

Since our launch in 2020, we’ve transformed from a dream on paper into a thriving business,
now proudly distributing to 17 states. Along this journey, we’ve passed every regulatory
inspection with a spotless record, proving our commitment to safety, compliance, and
excellence. But I'm here today not just as a business owner, but as an Ohioan, a husband, and
a father of three. I've built my family’s future in this state, and I've poured my heart into building
a company that reflects the values of integrity, hard work, and community.

As a small business, we punch well above our weight in economic and community impact. We
generate $4 million annually in revenue, directly employ 14 hardworking Ohioans in production
and retail, and support an additional 25 contractors and sales representatives. These jobs
provide not just paychecks, but opportunities for growth, stability, and careers in an innovative
industry. Many of my employees are graduates of the Cleveland School of Cannabis, pursuing
their passion while putting their expertise to work right here in Ohio.

Our company is also a significant taxpayer, contributing over $30,000 per month in sales tax
alone. With contracts expanding in 2024, we expect to grow our sales fivefold, creating 10 to 12
new jobs for Ohio families. These aren’t abstract numbers—they’re real people and real
livelihoods. Yet all of this progress, growth, and hope for the future is at risk if Senate Bill 326
becomes law.

This bill doesn’t just hurt—it devastates Ohio’s small hemp businesses. It threatens to force me
to shutter my operations, lay off employees, and consider relocating—a heartbreaking prospect
for a company born and nurtured in Ohio soil.

Let me be clear: this legislation unfairly targets small businesses. Across the state, there are
roughly 3,000 independent hemp companies, the majority of them small, family-owned
operations. These aren’t faceless corporations; they’re the cornerstones of their communities,
built by everyday Ohioans who comply with the law, create jobs, and give back.

Collectively, these businesses generate $7.5 billion in annual sales and contribute $543 million
in sales taxes. When we include employment and corporate taxes, the total economic benefit
exceeds $1.5 billion. This is money that stays in Ohio—supporting schools, roads, healthcare,
and public services. Yet this bill jeopardizes it all, risking thousands of jobs and the hard-earned
livelihoods of countless families.

What's most alarming is the role of large, out-of-state corporations in backing this legislation.
These companies, already dominating Ohio’s cannabis market, see this as an opportunity to



eliminate competition and solidify their monopolies. This is not about consumer safety—it’s
about corporate greed. Ohio cannot allow its small businesses to be crushed under the weight
of such unfair and disproportionate policies.

The truth is, Ohio already has one of the nation’s strictest regulatory frameworks for hemp
product creation through Ohio’s Department of Agriculture Hemp Program. Every product is
tested for cannabinoid content, contaminants, and heavy metals. My company complies fully
with these rigorous standards, and we’ve never cut corners. To suggest that hemp products are
unregulated is not only misleading but an insult to the thousands of businesses like mine that
prioritize consumer safety above all else.

If safety is the concern, the solution is not to destroy an entire industry. Instead, we should focus
on reasonable, balanced regulations that protect consumers while preserving Ohio’s thriving
small business ecosystem. Age restrictions, clear labeling requirements, enhanced product
testing, and robust enforcement mechanisms can achieve this without bankrupting hard working
entrepreneurs. We could fund these efforts through a modest levy on hemp product sales,
ensuring the oversight remains fair and sustainable.

Ohio consumers have embraced hemp products not just for their innovation but for their trust in
local businesses. These are products that support wellness, sustainability, and community.
We’'re not just selling beverages—we’re building relationships, fostering trust, and contributing to
a more dynamic Ohio economy.

In closing, | urge this committee to stand with Ohio’s small businesses, their employees, and the
communities that rely on them. Senate Bill 326, as written, will devastate an industry that has
done everything asked of it and more. We need thoughtful, fair amendments that preserve
safety while supporting the entrepreneurial spirit that drives our state forward.

Thank you for your time, your attention, and your commitment to the people and small
businesses of Ohio. I’'m happy to answer any questions.



