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On December 3, 2024, this committee heard from numerous Ohio businesses about how they are
selling hemp products responsibly. You also heard how a ban on the products included in Senate
Bill 326 would affect not only their businesses but have economic impacts all over the State of
Ohio. Any proposal to put most hemp products into marijuana dispensaries will have the same
economic impact on Ohio small businesses as a ban would. Your local retailers who have
invested in store fronts, inventory, employee training, and technology would be forced to cease
operating this legal endeavor. These Ohioans would be forced to cede their industry to a
federally illegal marijuana enterprise. We strongly ask this body to reject this approach.

The milligram limits considered capture most of the hemp product market, even products that
would not have an intoxicating effect. It would silo the emerging beverage market to the
dispensaries, stifling that growth. Many adults are reducing or eliminating alcohol consumption
and are turning to this new market as an option. If they can’t access these products as a local
grocer, convenience store or restaurant, this option will feel unavailable to them.

There are only 127 licensees with a certificate of operation as a marijuana dispensary. Moving
hemp to the dispensaries would freeze out all other retailers from the industry. The Ohioans who
have made investments in their businesses would not have access to these dispensary licenses,
nor would most want them. They don’t want to sell marijuana, and their customers don’t want to
purchase marijuana.

We again implore this body to pass reasonable regulations on the hemp industry and that allow
responsible Ohio operators to stay in business, while also protecting consumers from products
that are untested and should not be on the market. We reiterate our support for age restrictions to
purchase hemp, testing requirements and standards, labeling restrictions and a licensing scheme.
However, what is proposed in SB 326 is a business killer. We ask the committee take a more
measured approach to this issue. Allow Ohio businesses to operate, while creating consumer
safety.

Thank you for your consideration.



