
‭December‬‭10,‬‭2024‬

‭Testimony‬‭in‬‭Opposition‬‭to‬‭Senate‬‭Bill‬‭326‬
‭Ohio‬‭Senate‬‭General‬‭Government‬‭Committee‬
‭John‬‭Lynch,‬‭Beverage‬‭Manufacturer‬

‭Chairman‬‭Wilkin,‬‭Vice‬‭Chair‬‭Reineke,‬‭Ranking‬‭Member‬‭DeMora‬‭and‬‭Members‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Committee,‬
‭thank‬‭you‬‭for‬‭the‬‭opportunity‬‭to‬‭speak‬‭again‬‭today.‬‭I‬‭want‬‭to‬‭clarify‬‭a‬‭key‬‭point‬‭from‬‭my‬‭previous‬
‭testimony:‬‭restricting‬‭intoxicating‬‭hemp‬‭beverages‬‭to‬‭a‬‭dispensary-only‬‭model‬‭would‬‭all‬‭but‬‭eliminate‬
‭their‬‭availability.‬‭Bars,‬‭restaurants,‬‭and‬‭grocery‬‭stores—where‬‭the‬‭majority‬‭of‬‭adult‬‭beverage‬
‭purchasing‬‭takes‬‭place—would‬‭be‬‭locked‬‭out.‬‭Without‬‭access‬‭to‬‭these‬‭familiar‬‭venues,‬‭hemp‬
‭beverages‬‭simply‬‭will‬‭not‬‭survive‬‭as‬‭a‬‭product‬‭category.‬

‭Dispensaries,‬‭by‬‭their‬‭very‬‭nature,‬‭are‬‭geared‬‭toward‬‭high-margin,‬‭small-package‬‭products.‬‭There‬‭is‬
‭no‬‭incentive‬‭for‬‭them‬‭to‬‭dedicate‬‭shelf‬‭space‬‭to‬‭bulky,‬‭lower-margin‬‭beverages.‬‭Nationwide‬‭beverages‬
‭make‬‭up‬‭only‬‭1%‬‭of‬‭sales‬‭in‬‭dispensaries.‬

‭To‬‭create‬‭a‬‭safer,‬‭more‬‭accessible‬‭environment,‬‭we‬‭should‬‭treat‬‭hemp‬‭beverages‬‭differently.‬‭We‬
‭already‬‭have‬‭a‬‭proven‬‭framework‬‭for‬‭regulating‬‭legally‬‭intoxicating‬‭products:‬‭the‬‭liquor‬‭control‬‭system.‬
‭It‬‭ensures‬‭that‬‭adults‬‭can‬‭purchase‬‭and‬‭consume‬‭responsibly‬‭under‬‭established‬‭oversight,‬‭training,‬‭and‬
‭safety‬‭standards.‬‭Adapting‬‭this‬‭model‬‭for‬‭hemp‬‭beverages,‬‭rather‬‭than‬‭forcing‬‭them‬‭into‬‭a‬‭dispensary‬
‭channel‬‭that‬‭will‬‭effectively‬‭end‬‭the‬‭product‬‭category,‬‭makes‬‭far‬‭more‬‭sense.‬

‭A‬‭Memorandum‬‭of‬‭Understanding‬‭between‬‭the‬‭correct‬‭state‬‭agency‬‭and‬‭Liquor‬‭Control‬‭could‬‭establish‬
‭a‬‭clear,‬‭appropriate‬‭regulatory‬‭framework‬‭for‬‭hemp‬‭beverages.‬‭This‬‭framework‬‭should‬‭include‬‭milligram‬
‭limits‬‭for‬‭products,‬‭age‬‭restrictions,‬‭and‬‭a‬‭taxing‬‭structure.‬

‭Adults‬‭in‬‭Ohio‬‭are‬‭already‬‭enjoying‬‭hemp‬‭beverages‬‭responsibly‬‭in‬‭social‬‭settings‬‭all‬‭across‬‭our‬‭state.‬
‭Let’s‬‭ensure‬‭these‬‭products‬‭remain‬‭safely,‬‭legally,‬‭and‬‭conveniently‬‭available‬‭through‬‭the‬‭venues‬‭and‬
‭regulatory‬‭frameworks‬‭that‬‭make‬‭sense—rather‬‭than‬‭confining‬‭them‬‭to‬‭a‬‭niche‬‭market‬‭that‬‭ultimately‬
‭serves‬‭neither‬‭the‬‭consumer‬‭nor‬‭Ohio‬‭businesses‬‭well.‬

‭Thank‬‭you‬‭for‬‭the‬‭opportunity‬‭to‬‭share‬‭my‬‭testimony.‬

‭Sincerely,‬
‭John‬‭Lynch‬
‭Owner,‬‭Rambling‬‭House‬‭Soda‬


