
Oral Testimony  
 
Thank you for hearing me today. 
 
Please DO NOT Regulate Ohio Hemp Farmers Ohio of Business 
 
My family’s livelihood and the future Ohio Hemp Farmers are at stake. 
 
As we consider this bill, I urge you to think about how future generations will look back 
at our treatment of farmers in Ohio. History has shown us the consequences of boxing 
out the very people who feed us. Let’s not repeat those mistakes by regulating Ohio’s 
farmers out of business again. 
 
If we take a moment to slow this process down, we can make critical distinctions that 
protect Ohio farmers and their livelihoods while fostering community prosperity. This 
legislation could be refined to preserve safe provisions, such as accurate labeling, while 
also supporting farmers who comply with the rules and cultivate responsibly. 
 
I am not asking for intoxicants or bad actors to flood the market as we see today. I am 
asking for a balanced approach that recognizes the plant for what it is—a complex, 
versatile crop with numerous cannabinoids that provide a range of benefits. This bill’s 
rigid limitations fail to acknowledge the plant’s natural synergy. 
  
Before we eradicate an entire sector of Ohio Agriculture again, I propose we use 

existing framework that we already have.  

We already have laws against unapproved drugs. 

 

2509 - Criminalizes any drug or derivative other than a controlled substance that is not 

approved by the united states Food and Drug Administration or Dept of ag.  

 

37152 -Pure food and drugs. You can’t take these unapproved drugs and add them to 

Ohio products.  

 
 
Ohio’s farmers AND licensed cannabis operators, who have worked diligently to comply 
with regulations, are now beholden to a gray market that is harming our children and 
communities. Of the 24 licensed hemp farmers remaining in Ohio, many would agree 
that while compliance is burdensome, it is worthwhile because we love and believe in 
this plant. But we need a bit more support—both in regulatory clarity and prioritization of 
compliant farmers. 
 

Laws against Adulteration 



Currently, licensed cannabis operators and hemp farmers cannot work together under 
the law as it stands. These cannabis operators, who understand the benefits of whole-
plant solutions, recognize the historical norm of growing plants with high levels of CBD 
and low levels of THC. However, they are limited by outdated regulations that fail to 
support collaboration or consumer education. It seems somehow the Gray market has 
pitted Licensed Cannabis Operators and true hemp farmers at odds. We want to work 
together 
 
 
Prohibition-era bad actors didn’t produce low-alcohol beer—they made highly 
concentrated liquors for profit and efficiency. Similarly, today’s bad actors are creating 
highly concentrated psychoactive cannabinoids to maximize revenue in unregulated 
markets. Over time, as alcohol markets matured, consumers developed preferences for 
less intoxicating options, such as craft beers and low-alcohol beverages. Ohio’s thriving 
craft brewery market proves that there is consumer interest in products that prioritize 
flavor, quality, and moderation over intoxication. 
 
Ohioans are still in the early stages of understanding cannabis. Right now, it’s new and 
exciting, much like a senior on their first trip to the beach, experimenting with Everclear. 
But with education and time, consumers will begin to explore the full range of products 
that offer benefits without the dangers of over-intoxication. 
 
 
For the sake of our children, our communities, and a forward-thinking understanding of 
this plant, Ohio has the chance to lead by example. We can show the nation that this 
plant has many benefits beyond intoxication by giving farmers a place at the table to 
grow and develop all levels of plants and products for Ohioans to access in a variety of 
venues—both licensed and otherwise. 
 
Other states have already established frameworks that allow in-state farmers to 
cultivate non-intoxicating cannabis products while maintaining market integrity. We don’t 
need to reinvent the wheel. With a few adjustments, this legislation can exclude bad 
actors, protect farmers, and grow Ohio’s cannabis market in a way that outpaces 
neighboring states like Michigan. 
 
 
Let’s keep Ohio on the right side of history. Let’s ensure that our farmers and 
communities can thrive by crafting thoughtful legislation that supports compliant 
farmers, provides consumer education, and fosters a balanced, inclusive market. Thank 
you for your time and consideration. 
 
I am available for any questions  
 

 



The following will be petitioned at the State Level of the Ohio Farm Bureau, 

this Thursday December 12th,  and could serve as an excellent handrail for 

suggestions to add to SB 326.  

 

Line 9 Add: We support allowing Ohio hemp farmers access to sell 

federally approved 

hemp products (nonpsychoactive) in licensed Ohio dispensaries. 

 

Ohio's hemp farmers are at a competitive disadvantage compared to other 

states that allow hemp-derived products to be sold in regulated cannabis 

dispensaries. This policy would create a more equitable market by 

permitting the sale of federally approved, non-psychoactive hemp products, 

such as CBD, in dispensaries where customers are already seeking 

cannabinoid-based therapies. By integrating hemp products into 

dispensaries, Ohio would give farmers a new avenue to sell their products, 

increase market access, and further support the state's agricultural 

economy. This would actually put beneficial products in the dispensaries 

that provide relief for people without getting them high. Additionally, this 

move aligns with federal laws regulating non-psychoactive hemp products, 

ensuring that the sale is safe and monitored. We want people to be able to 

access these products in a venue that they have confidence in, and where 

they can seek information and understand. Hemp and Marijuana are like 

different varieties of corn—both come from the same plant family, but hemp 

is bred for therapeutic uses, much like sweet corn is for eating, make it just 

as valuable for dispensaries as it’s intoxicating counterpart. Both are 

cannabis plants, and these agricultural products should be available for 

farmers to provide with wider market access. 

 

Line 9 add: We support allowing hemp farmers into the new Issue 2 

language to give priority license access for dispensary/cultivation licenses 



in Ohio to be in effect as initial phase of medical applicants are granted 

their recreational licenses. 

 

Hemp farmers have been a foundational part of America's historical farming landscape. In 
Ohio, hemp farmers have been demonstrating their ability to grow and manage cannabis 
plants responsibly for several years, adhering to strict compliance and regulations around 
the plant. Cannabis, whether or not one is for or against its legalization, is now part of our 
economy, and local farmers deserve a fair stake in this emerging market. There will be 
many more dispensaries coming to Ohio in the coming years. By giving priority license 
access to Ohio hemp farmers for dispensary and cultivation licenses, we ensure that local 
agriculture, not outside interests, benefits from this economic opportunity. Without this 
policy, large, out-of-state entities will likely dominate the market, leaving Ohio’s small 
farms and businesses behind. Prioritizing our local farmers not only supports Ohio’s 
agricultural economy but also helps keep the benefits of legalization within our own 
communities. When the next round of licenses for cultivation and dispensaries are 
available, Ohio Hemp farmers should be first in line, ensuring that the growth of the 
cannabis industry reflects the values and interests of our state and our farmers. Not the 
outside interests and entities seeking to take advantage of our people as they historically 
have. 

 

 

 

All below notes are suggestions on additions or clarity to OHSB326_110524 as 

suggested by Ohio Hemp Farmers. 

 

 

……. 

ORC 928 – Hemp & Hemp Products (Existing) 

1.1. 928.01 – Add Definitions 

1.1.1. Define “Hemp Tinctures” 



1.1.2. Define “Hemp Edibles” 

1.1.3. Define “Hemp Flower” 

1.1.4. Define “Hemp Pre-Filled Vaporization Products” 

1.1.5. Define “Hemp Pet Products” 

2. Section 3779.01(B): 

2.1. Current language: "Intoxicating hemp product" means a hemp product 

containing more than five-tenths of a milligram of delta-9 

tetrahydrocannabinol per serving, two milligrams of delta-9 

tetrahydrocannabinol per package, or five-tenths of a milligram of total 

non-delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol per package. 

2.2. This is likely a drafting error as the preamble to the new regulation 

indicates the maximum permissible THC concentration is 1 mg per 

serving and 5 mg per container and no more than 0.3% THC, this 

draft currently reads plainly: maximum Total THC concentration is  

1 mg per serving, or 0.5 mg per container, or 0.3% Total THC on a 

dry weight basis.  

2.3. Replace with: “... a hemp product containing more than 1 mg of 

Total THC per serving and 5 mg of Total THC per package or 0.3% 

THC on a dry weight basis.  

2.4. Suggest to add: below this definition the following exclusions: 

2.4.1.1. Hemp Tinctures to contain up to 100 mg of delta-9 THC by 

weight , recognizing that tinctures are often consumed 

gradually and are used by individuals seeking therapeutic 

benefits from low-THC cannabis without intoxicating effects. A 

15-1 CBD-THC Cannabinoid ratio would be suggested. (State 

of OR as example) 

2.4.1.2. Hemp Edibles - a hemp product cannot exceed: 1 mg of Total 

THC per serving and 5 mg of Total THC per package. Note: 

the new regulations, read plainly, state the maximum Total 

THC concentration is 1mg per serving, or 5mg per container, 

or .3% Total THC on a dry weight basis. This is likely a drafting 

error as the preamble to the new regulation indicates the 

maximum permissible THC concentration is 1mg per serving 



and 5mg per container and no more than 0.3% Total THC. 

(See RI as example) 

2.4.1.3. Hemp Flower ≤ 0.3% Delta 9-THC concentration (See NY as 

example) (2) Ratio of CBD to THC ≥ 15:1 (if CBD is not the 

primary marketed cannabinoid, the sum of cannabinoids 

excluding THC must have a ratio ≥ 15:1 THC) 

2.4.1.4. Hemp Pre-filled vaporization pens: ≤ 0.3% Delta 9-THC 

concentration, Ratio of CBD to THC ≥ 15:1 (if CBD is not the 

primary marketed cannabinoid, the sum of cannabinoids 

excluding THC must have a ratio ≥ 15:1 THC) (See NY as 

example) 

2.4.1.5. Hemp Pet Products: Limitations do not apply to animal 

remedies for pets, specialty pets, and equines that include 

ingredients from industrial hemp (See IA as example) 

3. Add New Section (in accordance with numbering in bill) to: 

3.1. Add Definitions: 

3.1.1. Ohio Adult-use dispensaries 

3.1.2. Ohio Hemp Farmers 

3.1.3. Department of Cannabis Control (DCC) 

3.2. Appoint DCC to establish framework to outline  hemp sales in adult-use 

dispensaries  

3.2.1. Framework should establish: 

3.2.1.1. Process to Permit Ohio Hemp Farmers to sell approved 

products into dispensaries 

3.2.1.2. A mandate dispensaries shall carry minimum 10% of 

inventory sourced from Ohio Hemp Farmers that are Low 

THC products including Hemp Flower, Hemp Tinctures, 

Hemp Edibles, and Hemp Pre-Filled Vaporization Pens as 

previously defined 

3.2.1.3. A reduced tax structure in-line with normal sales tax rates on 

all Ohio Hemp Farmer products sold in Ohio Adult-use 

dispensaries 

 


