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Thank you Chairman Huffman, Vice-Chair Johnson, Ranking Member 
Antonio, and Senate Health Committee members. 
 
My name is Gabriella Celeste and I offer this testimony as the co-
founder and co-chair of the for the Ohio Lead Free Kids Coalition 
(“OLFKC”), Policy Director of the Schubert Center for Child Studies at 
Case Western Reserve University, and an Interested Party on HB 33 
concerning issues related to child lead poisoning prevention and child 
wellness. As co-chair of the leadership team with the Ohio Healthy 
Homes Network and the Ohio Poverty Law Center, the OLFKC 
represents a is a collection of organizations and individuals who share 
a deep and urgent concern about the potentially life-long harm 
caused by lead poisoning. The OLFKC strives to secure a public 
commitment and investment in primary prevention to ensure all Ohio 
children are safe from lead in their homes and communities.  
 
While we are encouraged by some of the investments and protections 
in lead poisoning prevention preserved in the House-passed version of 
the FY24-25 budget (HB 33), we urge your support of an amendment 
(SC1029) to restore the lead abatement GRF ALI (440527), which was 
flat-funded at $6.5M per fiscal year, to the full amount included in 
the As-Introduced budget; specifically, restoring to $10,818,500 M 
for FY24 and $11,652,607 for FY25. Please consider the following. 
 

Ohio’s Children & Taxpayers Bear the Costs of Lead Exposure 

Ohio ranks 2nd in the U.S.i in the number of children with elevated 
blood lead levels – twice the national average!ii  

Lead is a toxin. There is no safe level of lead in the blood. Child lead 
poisoning can cause lifelong, irreversible brain and nervous system 
damage which can lead to learning and behavioral challenges, lower IQ, 
lower academic achievement, increased hyperactivity, emotional 
problems and future delinquent behavior.iii 

The Altarum Institute, a health care research organization, released 
an online cost tool in 2019 that found Ohio would save an estimated 
$2.8 billion each year by preventing child lead poisoning with 
investments in lead abatement and other measures. 
 

Children are Exposed to Lead in Every Part of the State 
 
Every county in the state has children who have been exposed to lead 
and who test positive for EBLL. The top 5 Ohio counties with the highest 
rates of children with EBLLs were Crawford, Harrison, Cuyahoga, 
Morgan and Clark counties (2019).



 
Thousands of Ohio children under 6 have been poisoned by lead and continue to be exposed to lead hazards. In 
just one year, 2,900 Ohio children had confirmed elevated blood lead levels (EBLL). And this number is an 
undercount as only about 50%- 60% of high-risk children are even tested for lead and, since this most recent 
lead testing data came from 2020, when there was a significant drop in lead testing due to the pandemic. 
 

Ohio’s Old Housing is the Most Common Cource of Child Lead Poisoning 
 
95% of EBLL cases were children exposed to lead in old housing. Lead in residential paint was not outlawed in 
the U.S. until 1978. Today, lead paint dust and paint chips in pre-1978 housing remains the single most toxic 
source of lead for children. 
- Nearly 2/3 of Ohio’s housing stock built before 1980, meaning 3.5 million homes are estimated to contain 

potential lead hazards, with children under 6 years old living in over 400,000 of these units.iv  
- Many rural areas have older housing with potential lead hazards. In fact, Henry, Darke, and Van Wert are the 

top 3 counties in terms of the percentage of children under 6 living in housing built before 1980. 
 

Despite Impressive Progress, the Urgent Problem of Child Lead Poisoning Persists in Ohio 
 
We commend the Governor and his Lead Advisory Committee for making child lead prevention a priority, as well as 
the General Assembly for supporting critical investments in primary prevention – that is, addressing the source of 
lead exposure rather than using children as lead detectors. This includes important progress like:  
- creating a brand-new Ohio Lead Safe Home Fund which allowed seven grantees across the state to receive 

$6.8M in total funding to build on existing lead poisoning prevention efforts or create new ones. The first 
round of grantees were in Allen, Clark, Erie, Franklin, Lucas, and Marion counties and included a variety of 
lead prevention activities (more details here); 

- removing lead in homes with children in 73 counties through the SCHIP lead hazard control program; and, 
- fostering local innovation with the lead safe home fund in Cleveland and Toledo’s Historic South project. Still, 

with every region of Ohio being harmed by lead, we clearly have more work to do.   
 
Restoring the lead abatement line in the HB 33 budget bill with an additional $8.5 million over the biennium 
helps to ensure we maintain the momentum to protecting children from lead. Specifically, this funding will: 
 
- Incentivize local solutions to preventing lead poisoning in their own communities through the expansion of 

Ohio's Lead Safe Home Fund grants to local public and private partners; 
- Ensure lead safe work practices during older home renovation, repairs, and painting (RRP); and, 
- Provide vital education and supports to families of children with lead exposure, consistent with the lowering 

of the EBLL from 5 micrograms per deciliter (µg/dL) to to 3.5 µg/dL.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. Please contact me at mgc36@case.edu with any 
questions. 
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