
Dear Chairman Huffman and Members of the Senate Health Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 28, which seeks to designate March as 
Triple Negative Breast Cancer (TNBC) Awareness Month. 

I am here as a survivor, a wife of 23 years, a mother, and an active member of my community. In 
October 2023, I was diagnosed with TNBC, an aggressive form of breast cancer that lacks estrogen, 
progesterone, and HER2 receptors, making it unresponsive to many common treatments. This diagnosis 
was a profound shock, especially considering my proactive approach to health, including regular 
screenings and genetic testing. 

Impact on the Black Community: 

The statistics surrounding TNBC are particularly alarming for the Black community. According to the 
American Cancer Society, "Black women are about twice as likely as white women to be diagnosed with 
triple-negative breast cancer." This disparity is further compounded by mortality rates; the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention reports that "Black women have a 42% higher death rate from breast 
cancer than white women." These figures are not just numbers—they represent mothers, daughters, 
and wives whose lives are cut short. 

Personal and Familial Impact: 

My journey has been arduous, involving a complete hysterectomy in July 2022 that brought on surgical 
menopause, 12 rounds of chemotherapy starting in November 2023 and ending on January 18, 2024, 
when I rang the bell, a double mastectomy on February 26, 2024, and reconstructive surgery on 
September 19, 2024, with another planned for January 10, 2025. 

The emotional and physical toll on my family has been immense. My husband has been my steadfast 
caregiver, and our children have faced the fear of losing their mother. This concern extends to the 
future, as two of my daughters have inherited the same genetic mutations, placing them at a higher risk 
for TNBC. This reality fuels my determination to advocate for greater awareness and resources. 

My Role in the Community: 

As a survivor and advocate, I am committed to amplifying awareness and promoting initiatives that can 
save lives. I proudly serve on the board for Making Strides Against Breast Cancer and the Susan G. 
Komen Columbus Community, where I focus on fundraising, education, and reducing disparities. I am 
also a Brand Ambassador for Voices of Black Women, an initiative dedicated to raising awareness of 
healthcare inequities, particularly in breast cancer care. Voices of Black Women works to elevate stories 
like mine to create systemic change and ensure all women, especially those in underserved 
communities, have access to resources, early detection, and advanced treatments. Initiatives like this 
align directly with the goals of HB 28, as they focus on the education and advocacy this legislation seeks 
to advance. 

Additionally, I serve on the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) board, where I 
assist in driving legislative initiatives like HB 28. I am also honored to be recognized as a 2024 Champion 
of Hope for the American Cancer Society, a distinction given to those who inspire others through their 



advocacy, leadership, and personal commitment to fighting cancer. Through these roles, I actively work 
to raise awareness of the critical need for funding, research, and policies that prioritize health equity 
and access to care for all individuals impacted by breast cancer. 

The Urgency of HB 28: 

Designating March as TNBC Awareness Month is a critical step toward addressing this public health 
crisis. Increased awareness leads to earlier detection, which is vital for improving survival rates. It also 
fosters education about genetic risk factors and encourages participation in clinical trials, which are 
essential for developing more effective treatments. 

For the Black community, this designation is particularly significant. It acknowledges the 
disproportionate impact of TNBC and underscores the need for targeted outreach and resources. By 
passing HB 28, we affirm our commitment to health equity and the well-being of all Ohioans. 

Conclusion: 

Chairman Huffman and esteemed committee members, I urge you to support House Bill 28. This 
legislation has the potential to save lives by promoting education, early detection, and research. It offers 
hope to families like mine and stands as a testament to our collective commitment to combat this 
aggressive disease. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

I will also be in attendance tomorrow to testify in person on behalf of this important initiative. I look 
forward to sharing my story and answering any questions you may have about the importance of this 
legislation to Ohio families. 

Please feel free to contact me via this email or at (614) 432-0071 if you have any questions prior to the 
hearing. 

 
Respectfully, 
Shanise Pearce 

 


