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December 3, 2024
Re: Support for HB 28

Dear Chairman Huffman and Members of the Senate Health Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of House Bill 28, which seeks to
establish a Triple-Negative Breast Cancer (TNBC) Awareness Day. | write today not only as the
President and CEO of Tigerlily Foundation, a national organization dedicated to ending
disparities in breast cancer outcomes through education, advocacy, and empowerment, but also
as an 18-year survivor of triple-negative breast cancer, a disease that has profoundly shaped my
life and my mission to help others.

In 2006, at the age of 32, | was diagnosed with TNBC. As a young Black woman with no family
history of breast cancer, | was shocked and overwhelmed. TNBC accounts for only about 10-
15% of all breast cancers, but it is faster growing, harder to treat, and disproportionately affects
younger women and Black women. The survival rates for TNBC are significantly lower
compared to other breast cancer subtypes, and the lack of targeted therapies adds to the urgency
of raising awareness and driving progress.

As part of our work here at Tigerlily Foundation, we have identified 21 counties in the U.S. with
the highest disparities and mortality rates for Black women from breast cancer which we target
our work in. One of these counties includes Hamilton, Ohio where the breast cancer mortality
rate is over twice that of the national rate for all women and 4x that of the national rate for white
women.

Ohio is home to leading healthcare institutions like the Cleveland Clinic, which are involved in
advancing TNBC treatment through clinical trials and research. These efforts include developing
targeted therapies, immunotherapy, and novel drug combinations. It is essential this local work
continues to help address these disparities in Ohio.

HB 28 represents a critical step toward saving lives by elevating awareness of TNBC, fostering
education about early detection, and promoting research for effective treatments. TNBC
Awareness Day will shine a much-needed light on this disease, encourage community
engagement, and ensure that more patients and healthcare providers are equipped with
knowledge to act quickly and effectively.

Through my work with Tigerlily Foundation, | have seen firsthand how education and advocacy
transform lives. By providing patients with culturally competent resources, connecting them to
clinical trials, and advocating for policies that address disparities, we are making progress. Yet,
there is so much more to be done. HB 28 will amplify our efforts, sending a message to Ohio
residents—and the nation—that TNBC is a public health priority deserving of our collective
attention and action.
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Moreover, this bill holds special significance for communities of color, who are
disproportionately affected by TNBC. Black women are about twice as likely to be diagnosed
with TNBC and are also more likely to die from it. By passing this legislation, Ohio has the
opportunity to address health inequities, ensuring that every person, regardless of race or
socioeconomic status, has access to life-saving information and care.

| urge you to vote in favor of HB 28. By establishing a TNBC Awareness Day, we not only
honor those who have battled this disease but also take a vital step toward improving outcomes
for future generations. On behalf of Tigerlily Foundation and all those affected by TNBC, |
thank you for your leadership and commitment to creating a healthier, more equitable Ohio.

Sincerely,
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Maimah Karmo
President & CEO, Tigerlily Foundation
18-Year Triple-Negative Breast Cancer Survivor
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