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Chair Hackett, Vice Chair Lang, and Ranking Member Craig, and Members of the Senate Insurance 
Committee, thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of Sub. H.B. 24. This 
legislation would ensure comprehensive coverage of biomarker testing for Ohioans through health 
plans and Medicaid. My name is Willa Bluestone, here representing Ohio Life Sciences, the 
statewide trade association for Ohio’s life sciences industry. We represent over 300 unique 
organizations specializing in pharmaceuticals, gene and cell therapies, medical devices/technology, 
our world-class research institutions and over 3,400 life sciences establishments. I would like to 
highlight the transformative impact of this bill on healthcare access, economic growth, and 
innovation. 

Biomarker testing is a cornerstone of precision medicine. It allows healthcare providers to tailor 
treatments to the unique molecular profile of a patient’s disease, particularly, but not exclusively, in 
cancer care. This is a revolutionary concept and has proven itself to be a reliable and cost saving 
tool over many years. You have heard a great deal about the Milliman study and for good reason, it 
shows that biomarker testing not only changes, improves, and saves lives, but it drives cost 
efficiencies. 

Patient Access  
Despite its proven benefits, access to biomarker testing remains inconsistent. We see the Medicaid 
market lagging behind commercial markets due to coverage gaps. Additionally, 66% of oncology 
providers report that limited insurance coverage poses significant barriers to patient access. By 
mandating biomarker testing coverage aligned with scientific evidence and clinical guidelines, H.B. 
24 ensures significantly increased access to biomarker testing for Ohioans.  
Our claim here is that increased access to biomarker testing, namely through insurance coverage, 
saves money long-term. Let’s look at the factors that play into that claim.  

Healthcare Cost Savings 
The Milliman study estimates that expanding biomarker testing coverage would have a minimal 
premium impact—ranging from $0.05 to $0.31 per member per month—across Medicaid and 
commercial markets. This small increase is outweighed by substantial savings through optimized 
treatment pathways, reduced hospitalizations, and the prevention of ineffective therapies. Looking 
solely at hospitalizations, we see immediate cost savings. Even if biomarker testing keeps the 
patient out of the hospital on just one occasion, the savings already outweigh almost any associated 
cost of testing by hundreds of dollars.  

A CVS Health analysis further underscores this point. Patients who underwent broad-panel 
sequencing—a more comprehensive biomarker testing method—incurred six-month costs averaging 
$11,535, compared to $20,039 for those who received narrow-panel sequencing. This represents a 
savings of $8,504 per member per month, even accounting for the higher upfront test costs going 
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from a narrow to broad panel test. We can assume high savings when going from no testing to a 
narrow or even broad panel.  

Driving Economic Growth and Innovation 
Ohio is poised to become a national leader in life sciences. Our state ranks first in the Midwest for 
clinical trials, with over 5,400 trials active or recruiting in 2022.  

Our bioscience sector is a powerful economic engine, employing over 100,000 Ohioans. Ohio is 
home to 2 of the best children’s hospitals in the nation (Cincinnati Children’s ranked #1 and 
Nationwide Children’s ranked #6). We are home to the #2 ranked hospital in the world – the 
Cleveland Clinic. Ohio institutions have discovered 2 of the only 10 FDA approved gene and cell 
therapies.  
We are incredibly proud of the work being done in Ohio to advance life changing and lifesaving 
treatments. Day after day our industry works to help people live longer, happier, healthier lives. 
However, all of this work goes to waste if we are not able to deliver these treatments, therapies, and 
cures to patients who need them. 
Passing House Bill 24 will solidify Ohio’s status as a hub for bioscience advancements, and send a 
clear signal that we prioritize delivering treatments to patients facing unimaginable challenges.  
 
In closing, House Bill 24 is a win for Ohio: its researchers, its patients, its doctors, its legislators, 
and its insurers. It improves healthcare outcomes, reduces costs, and fosters economic growth while 
ensuring that patients receive the cutting-edge care they deserve.  

Chair Hackett and Members of the Senate Insurance Committee, thank you for your time and 
attention to this critical issue. I urge your support for Sub. H.B. 24. I would be happy to address any 
questions you may have. 
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