VICTOR V. VIGLUICCI
PORTAGE COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

241 SOUTH CHESTNUT STREET
RAVENNA, OHIO 44266

(330) 297-3850 (330) 296-4593
Criminal Division Fax (330) 297-3856
Civil Division Fax (330) 297-4594
www.portageprosecutor.com

Testimony before the Senate Judiciary Commlttee
Senator Nathan Manning, _Chalr '
Wednesday, Novem bs_y_.jt 3, 2025}

Testimony in Oppositionto Senate Bill 101

Chaurman Mannlng and members of the'ﬁSenate }ud|0|ary Commlttee"'_::"-_.-.f"f

h penaity
prior review

overwhelmmg su pport of thé dea penaitywnhm the pooiof P ive jurors and-withi_h
our communlty in general. | also have fou_nd that even those who profess to oppose the "

of states (27) and th‘é'}éderaigo'v 1t and serves severa[ : sifpurposes Common
sense tells us that the death pena{ty hasan effectas a general de'terrent The message is
sent to those who:- maght consider commsttmg heinous crimes that they shouldn’t do soor
else they might end up dead themselves As a more specmc consequence someone
capable of committing such a horrendous crime: would not be allve to kilt'others in a similar
fashion, Thirdly, the death penalty serves to give justice to the vu:tlms by serving just
retribution upon the offender. Society has the historical right to make a moral judgment by
imposing a punishment on a wrongdoer befitting the unthinkable crime he or she has
committed. And as to life without parole, if | have learned anything in my 30 years as a
Prosecutor, it is that nothing is permanent in the criminal justice system. | have seen guilty
ctiminals freed by incompetent judges and foolish legislators.

As to the financial costs of carrying out the death penalty, many of those costs are
incurred by allowing the defendant repetitive, frivolous and dilatory appeals. While a robust




appellate system must be in place, allowing repetitive, baseless appeals used only for
purposes of delay must be stopped. Itis this process which allows for endless delays that
undermines confidence in the death penalty as an effective punishment. One round of
State and Federal appeals, including a petition for post-conviction relief is sufficient to
fulfill constitutional due process rights.

The excuse that chemicals necessary for carrying out the death penalty are
unavailable is just that, an excuse. 21 prisoners in 8 states have been executed to date in
2024 utilizing lethal injections or nitrogen hypoxia. Ohio merely lacks the willingness to
carryout lawful sentences and grant victims the justice they have been promised and
deserve.

| urge your vote in opposition to Senate Bill 101.
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