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On May 4, 2024, Kent State University commemorated the 54th anniversary of one of the most tragic 
and defining moments in its history: the Kent State shooƟng. On May 4, 1970, what began as a student 
protest against the expansion of the Vietnam War into Cambodia ended in unimaginable violence when 
members of the Ohio NaƟonal Guard opened fire on unarmed students. The event claimed the lives of 
four young individuals: Allison Krause, Jeffrey Miller, Sandra Scheuer, and William Schroeder. 

This tragic event shocked the naƟon and became a symbol of the societal division and unrest of the Ɵme. 
It also underscored the dangers of escalaƟng tensions between protesters and authoriƟes. Of the four 
students who lost their lives that day, three—Sandra Scheuer, William Schroeder, and Allison Krause—
were not involved in the protests but were simply walking to class. Furthermore, three of the four 
students killed were Jewish, a detail that resonates deeply with Jewish communiƟes and adds another 
layer of poignancy to their memory. 

This year’s commemoraƟon ceremony was meant to honor the lives of those who perished and reflect 
on the lasƟng lessons of this dark chapter in history. However, the event became a backdrop for 
controversy as different groups expressed diverging views on current conflicts. Members of Students for 
JusƟce in PalesƟne (SJP) and other community members used the occasion to stage a protest against 
ongoing war, voicing slogans and messages that have been officially categorized as hate speech by the 
U.S. government. 

Adding to the tension, members of SJP turned their backs during the memorial service, a gesture that 
appeared to be moƟvated by the fact that three of the vicƟms were Jewish. This acƟon drew criƟcism 
from those who saw it as a failure to respect the memory of the students who tragically lost their lives, 
regardless of their background. The vicƟms of May 4, 1970, were not symbols of any geopoliƟcal conflict; 
they were young individuals whose lives were cut short in an event unrelated to the modern-day 
disputes that have divided people globally. 

In response to the protest, a group of pro-Israel students chose to stand in solidarity with the vicƟms of 
the tragedy, the naƟon of Israel, and the hostages who remain in Gaza. Their presence served as a 
reminder that while differing opinions and protests are protected rights, respect for the solemnity of 
memorial events and the individuals being honored should remain paramount. 

We extend our graƟtude to the pro-Israel students who demonstrated their support, as well as to the 
Kent State Police for their diligent efforts in maintaining safety and ensuring that all parƟcipants, 
regardless of their viewpoints, were able to express themselves peacefully. 

The Kent State shooƟng remains a pivotal moment in American history, one that demands reflecƟon and 
thoughƞul dialogue. While the events of this year’s commemoraƟon revealed the complexiƟes of free 
expression and modern geopoliƟcal tensions, it is crucial to remember the core purpose of the day: 
honoring the four students who tragically lost their lives and acknowledging the lessons their loss 
conƟnues to teach us about unity, tolerance, and the power of nonviolent acƟvism. 

 


