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December 11, 2024 
 
Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and Members of the 
Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee:  
 
The Northern Ohio Fire Fighters Association (NOFF) represents firefighters and paramedics in 
five different counties including Cuyahoga, Lake, Summit, Geauga, and Medina Counties.  Our 
locals are dedicated to public service. Giving and being active in the community has always 
been very important to NOFF. Our organization and our members have raised considerable 
funding for various charities over the years; most notably the victims and their families on 9/11, 
Aluminum Cans for Burned Children 501c3, and the Metro Health burn unit.  
 
Our members have served on city commissions, the State Fire Commission, statewide task 
forces, county task forces, and the Ohio Police and Fire Pension Board. We have been involved 
in regionalization projects, county fire life safety programs with fire dampers, dispatch policy, 
and Ohio Supreme Court case law decisions.  We understand serving our community moves 
Ohio forward.  
 
I am writing today in support of HB 265 Exemptions For Public Records Law  (Wiggam, Hall) - 
To exempt redaction request forms, affidavits, and the records of the work schedules of 
designated public service workers from disclosure under public records law.   
 
Our job to help people in need unfortunately has become more dangerous over the years. This 
can be seen by the Ohio General Assembly passing bills over the last couple sessions to increase 
safety for first responders and their families such as: 

• Adding a new criminal offense for unlawfully impeding public passage of an emergency 
service responder.   

• Adding a fourth degree felony for assault if the victim is an emergency service responder 
or a family or household member or co-worker of an ESR.   

• Increasing the penalty for murder or assault of first responders.  
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HB 265 is another common sense step to protecting those that protect our communities. 
The bill: 

• Exempts the records, of the work schedules of designated public service workers, from 
disclosure under Public Records Law.  

• Exempts redaction request forms from disclosure under Public Records Law.  

• Exempts an affidavit submitted to a county auditor, by a designated public service 
worker, a qualifying former designated public service worker, or the spouse of either.  

• Allows a qualifying former designated public service worker to request that a public 
office redact the former worker’s address from any record made available to the general 
public on the internet.  

 
Records that have sensitive personal information such as addresses and specific work schedule 
information can be unsafe in the wrong hands. A person knowing, the exact repetition of days 
on, and nights at the station, can leave families and loved ones exposed and in a very 
compromising position.   
 
We thank Representatives Wiggam and Hall for bringing this important and thoughtful 
legislation forward.  We humbly ask for your support.  
 
Yours In Service, 
 
Sam Gmetro  
President, The Northern Ohio Fire Fighters Association (NOFF) 
 

 

 


