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WITNESS INFORMATION FORM 
Please complete the Witness Information Form before testifying: 

Date:  

Name:  

Are you representing: Yourself  Organization

Organization (If Applicable): 

Position/Title: 

Address: 

City: State:  Zip: 

Best Contact Telephone: Email: 

Do you wish to be added to the committee notice email distribution list? Yes  No 

Business before the committee 

Legislation (Bill/Resolution Number):  

Specific Issue: 

Are you testifying as a: Proponent Opponent  Interested Party  

Will you have a written statement, visual aids, or other material to distribute? Yes  No  

(If yes, please send an electronic version of the documents, if possible, to the Chair’s office prior 
to committee. You may also submit hard copies to the Chair’s staff prior to committee.) 

How much time will your testimony require? 

Please provide a brief statement on your position: 

Please be advised that this form and any materials (written or otherwise) submitted or presented 
to this committee are records that may be requested by the public and may be published online. 


	WITNESS INFORMATION FORM 

	Date:: Dec 10,2024
	Name:: Mahmoud El-Yousseph
	Organization (If Applicable):: 
	Position/Title:: Retired USAF
	Address:: 24 Centrat ave
	City:: Westerville
	State:: OH
	Zip:: 43081
	Best Contact Telephone:: 6149002055
	Email:: elyousseph6@yahoo.com
	Legislation (Bill/Resolution Number):: SB 297
	Specific Issue:: Freedom of Speech
	How much time will your testimony require?:: NA
	Please provide a brief statement on your position:: I strongly oppose SB 297 and ask you all to vote against such a repressive measure as it restricts our free speech.
 
SB 297 trumps the First Amendment right of the US Constitution.
SB 297 falsely conflates legitimate criticism of Israel with antisemitism.
SB 297 would criminalize individuals for daring to criticize Israeli crimes.

SB 297 is being introduced at a time when the Israeli army is committing genocide, ethnic cleansing, and using starvation as a weapon against Palestinians, which are all recognized as war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

While Israel is telling Palestinians to leave, surrender, or die,
SB 297 is telling Palestinian advocates in the US: Keep your mouth shut or else!

This Palestinian retired veteran may face jail time if he dares to speak out in defense of Palestine.
Meanwhile, other American citizens who chose to enlist in the IDF and take part in the Gaza genocide will be praised by MSM and public officials like Sen. Senator Terry Johnson, who introduced this bill as heroes.

I assure you that Israel can have long and lasting peace beginning tomorrow if it meets these three conditions.

1- Israel should honor all UN Resolutions, not only the ones it likes. 
2- Lift the 17 years of strangling and inhumane siege on Gaza! 
3- Free the 16,000 Palestinian political prisoners (including 4 US citizens, yes you heard it right) held without charges or trials for years.

SB 297 is un-American! Say No to SB 297.

Thank you,

Mahmoud El-Yousseph
Ret. USAF veteran
Westerville, Ohio
December 10,2024

	Are you representing: Yourself: Yes
	Are you representing: Organization: Off
	Do you wish to be added to the committee notice email distribution list?: Yes: Yes
	Do you wish to be added to the committee notice email distribution list?: No: Off
	Will you have a written statement, visual aids, or other material to distribute?: Yes: Yes
	Will you have a written statement, visual aids, or other material to distribute?: No: Off
	Are you testifying as a: Proponent: Off
	Are you testifying as a: Opponent: Yes
	Are you testifying as a: Interested Party: Off


