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Elizabeth Black, Ohio Voter and Undergraduate Engagement Librarian at Ohio State
University

Chairman Cirino, Vice Chair Rulli, RankingMember Ingram, andmembers of the Senate

Workforce andHigher Education Committee,

Thank you for allowingme to testify today. My name is Elizabeth Black. I am first an

Ohioan and second a librarian at Ohio State University. I submit this testimony in

opposition to SB 83.

In my role I have the great fortune to work with first and second year students from awide

variety of backgrounds, manywho are from underserved communities. I am better able to

support these students thanks to the robust DEI educational opportunities I have here at

Ohio State. I have seen students who initially felt unwelcome and unsupported blossom

and thrive thanks to intentional efforts bymyself andmy colleagues.We are all better

when everyone in our community is able to contribute their best and this only happens

whenwe are truly welcoming by engaging in regular DEI education and experiences.

In addition to preventing the DEI education that has enabledme to domy job better, SB 83

will limit free speech on campus, will makemany of my students and colleagues

unwelcome, andwill burden an already resource strapped institution with egregious

unfundedmandates that provide no value at all.

I urge you to keep our colleges and universities as robust places where all of our students

can grow and thrive. I ask that you please consider my testimony and vote no on SB 83.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Black


