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A  B I L L

To amend sections 1901.261, 1907.261, 2303.081, and 

2303.201 and to enact sections 1901.313 and 

1907.202 of the Revised Code to provide for the 

electronic filing of pleadings or documents in 

courts of common pleas except a probate or 

juvenile court, in municipal courts, and in 

county courts, to permit the clerk to disburse 

funds for the computerization of the clerk's 

office without the court's authorization, and to 

permit municipal and county courts to increase 

the maximum amount of their additional fees from 

ten dollars to twenty dollars to cover the 

computerization of the clerk's office.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 1901.261, 1907.261, 2303.081, and 
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2303.201 be amended and sections 1901.313 and 1907.202 of the 

Revised Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 1901.261. (A)(1) A municipal court may determine that 

for the efficient operation of the court additional funds are 

required to computerize the court, to make available 

computerized legal research services, or to do both. Upon making 

a determination that additional funds are required for either or 

both of those purposes, the court shall include in its schedule 

of fees and costs under section 1901.26 of the Revised Code one 

additional fee not to exceed three dollars on the filing of each 

cause of action or appeal equivalent to one described in 

division (A), (Q), or (U) of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code 

and shall direct the clerk of the court to charge the fee. 

(2) All fees collected under this section shall be paid on 

or before the twentieth day of the month following the month in 

which they are collected to the county treasurer if the court is 

a county-operated municipal court or to the city treasurer if 

the court is not a county-operated municipal court. The 

treasurer shall place the funds from the fees in a separate fund 

to be disbursed upon an order of the court, subject to an 

appropriation by the board of county commissioners if the court 

is a county-operated municipal court or by the legislative 

authority of the municipal corporation if the court is not a 

county-operated municipal court, or upon an order of the court, 

subject to the court making an annual report available to the 

public listing the use of all such funds, in an amount not 

greater than the actual cost to the court of computerizing the 

court, procuring and maintaining computerized legal research 

services, or both.

(3) If the court determines that the funds in the fund 
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described in division (A)(2) of this section are more than 

sufficient to satisfy the purpose for which the additional fee 

described in division (A)(1) of this section was imposed, the 

court may declare a surplus in the fund and, subject to an 

appropriation by the board of county commissioners if the court 

is a county-operated municipal court or by the legislative 

authority of the municipal corporation if the court is not a 

county-operated municipal court, expend those surplus funds, or 

upon an order of the court, subject to the court making an 

annual report available to the public listing the use of all 

such funds, expend those surplus funds, for other appropriate 

technological expenses of the court.

(B)(1) A municipal court may determine that, for the 

efficient operation of the court, additional funds are required 

to computerize the office of the clerk of the court and, upon 

that determination, may include in its schedule of fees and 

costs under section 1901.26 of the Revised Code an additional 

fee not to exceed ten twenty dollars on the filing of each cause 

of action or appeal, on the filing, docketing, and endorsing of 

each certificate of judgment, or on the docketing and indexing 

of each aid in execution or petition to vacate, revive, or 

modify a judgment that is equivalent to one described in 

division (A), (P), (Q), (T), or (U) of section 2303.20 of the 

Revised Code. Subject to division (B)(2) of this section, all 

moneys collected under division (B)(1) of this section shall be 

paid on or before the twentieth day of the month following the 

month in which they are collected to the county treasurer if the 

court is a county-operated municipal court or to the city 

treasurer if the court is not a county-operated municipal court. 

The treasurer shall place the funds from the fees in a separate 

fund to be disbursed, upon an order of the municipal court and 
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subject to an appropriation   made   by the board of county 

commissioners if the court is a county-operated municipal court 

or by the legislative authority of the municipal corporation if 

the court is not a county-operated municipal court, in an amount 

no greater than the actual cost to the court of procuring and 

maintaining computer systems for the office of the clerk of the 

municipal court.

(2) If a municipal court makes the determination described 

in division (B)(1) of this section, the board of county 

commissioners of the county if the court is a county-operated 

municipal court or the legislative authority of the municipal 

corporation if the court is not a county-operated municipal 

court, may issue one or more general obligation bonds for the 

purpose of procuring and maintaining the computer systems for 

the office of the clerk of the municipal court. In addition to 

the purposes stated in division (B)(1) of this section for which 

the moneys collected under that division may be expended, the 

moneys additionally may be expended to pay debt charges and 

financing costs related to any general obligation bonds issued 

pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section as they become due. 

General obligation bonds issued pursuant to division (B)(2) of 

this section are Chapter 133. securities.

Sec. 1901.313.   (A) Beginning not later than two hundred   

seventy days after the effective date of this section, pleadings 

or documents may be filed with the clerk of court either in 

paper format or in electronic format.

(B)(1) The clerk shall determine whether the filing of 

pleadings or documents in electronic format may be accomplished 

either by electronic mail or through the use of an online 

platform.
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(2) The fee for filing pleadings or documents in 

electronic format may be paid after the filing. The clerk shall 

not require that any fee for the filing of pleadings or 

documents in electronic format be paid before the filing, unless 

the clerk has provided for an electronic payment system for such 

filing.

(3) The clerk shall not require a fee for the filing of 

pleadings or documents in electronic format that is greater than 

the applicable fee for the filing of pleadings or documents in 

paper format.

(C) Pleadings and documents filed in paper format may be 

converted to an electronic format. Documents created by the 

clerk of court in the exercise of the clerk's duties may be 

created in an electronic format.

(D) When pleadings or documents are received or created 

in, or converted to, an electronic format as provided in this 

section, the pleadings or documents in that format shall be 

considered the official version of the record.

Sec. 1907.202.   (A) Beginning not later than two hundred   

seventy days after the effective date of this section, pleadings 

or documents may be filed with the clerk of the county court 

either in paper format or in electronic format.

(B)(1) The clerk shall determine whether the filing of 

pleadings or documents in electronic format may be accomplished 

either by electronic mail or through the use of an online 

platform.

(2) The fee for filing pleadings or documents in 

electronic format may be paid after the filing. The clerk shall 

not require that any fee for the filing of pleadings or 

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134



H. B. No. 305  Page 6
As Passed by the House

documents in electronic format be paid before the filing, unless 

the clerk has provided for an electronic payment system for such 

filing.

(3) The clerk shall not require a fee for the filing of 

pleadings or documents in electronic format that is greater than 

the applicable fee for the filing of pleadings or documents in 

paper format.

(C) Pleadings and documents filed in paper format may be 

converted to an electronic format. Documents created by the 

clerk of the county court in the exercise of the clerk's duties 

may be created in an electronic format.

(D) When pleadings or documents are received or created 

in, or converted to, an electronic format as provided in this 

section, the pleadings or documents in that format shall be 

considered the official version of the record.

Sec. 1907.261. (A)(1) A county court may determine that 

for the efficient operation of the court additional funds are 

required to computerize the court, to make available 

computerized legal research services, or to do both. Upon making 

a determination that additional funds are required for either or 

both of those purposes, the court shall include in its schedule 

of fees and costs under section 1907.24 of the Revised Code one 

additional fee not to exceed three dollars on the filing of each 

cause of action or appeal equivalent to one described in 

division (A), (Q), or (U) of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code 

and shall direct the clerk of the court to charge the fee. 

(2) All fees collected under this section shall be paid on 

or before the twentieth day of the month following the month in 

which they are collected to the county treasurer. The treasurer 
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shall place the funds from the fees in a separate fund to be 

disbursed either upon an order of the court, subject to an 

appropriation by the board of county commissioners, or upon an 

order of the court, subject to the court making an annual report 

available to the public listing the use of all such funds, in an 

amount not greater than the actual cost to the court of 

computerizing the court, procuring and maintaining computerized 

legal research services, or both.

(3) If the court determines that the funds in the fund 

described in division (A)(2) of this section are more than 

sufficient to satisfy the purpose for which the additional fee 

described in division (A)(1) of this section was imposed, the 

court may declare a surplus in the fund and, subject to an 

appropriation by the board of county commissioners, expend those 

surplus funds, or upon an order of the court, subject to the 

court making an annual report available to the public listing 

the use of all such funds, expend those surplus funds, for other 

appropriate technological expenses of the court.

(B)(1) A county court may determine that, for the 

efficient operation of the court, additional funds are required 

to computerize the office of the clerk of the court and, upon 

that determination, may include in its schedule of fees and 

costs under section 1907.24 of the Revised Code an additional 

fee not to exceed ten twenty dollars on the filing of each cause 

of action or appeal, on the filing, docketing, and endorsing of 

each certificate of judgment, or on the docketing and indexing 

of each aid in execution or petition to vacate, revive, or 

modify a judgment that is equivalent to one described in 

division (A), (P), (Q), (T), or (U) of section 2303.20 of the 

Revised Code. Subject to division (B)(2) of this section, all 

moneys collected under division (B)(1) of this section shall be 
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paid on or before the twentieth day of the month following the 

month in which they are collected to the county treasurer. The 

treasurer shall place the funds from the fees in a separate fund 

to be disbursed, upon an order of the county court and subject 

to an appropriation made by the board of county commissioners, 

in an amount no greater than the actual cost to the court of 

procuring and maintaining computer systems for the office of the 

clerk of the county court.

(2) If a county court makes the determination described in 

division (B)(1) of this section, the board of county 

commissioners of that county may issue one or more general 

obligation bonds for the purpose of procuring and maintaining 

the computer systems for the office of the clerk of the county 

court. In addition to the purposes stated in division (B)(1) of 

this section for which the moneys collected under that division 

may be expended, the moneys additionally may be expended to pay 

debt charges and financing costs related to any general 

obligation bonds issued pursuant to division (B)(2) of this 

section as they become due. General obligation bonds issued 

pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section are Chapter 133. 

securities.

Sec. 2303.081. (A) Pleadings or documents may be filed 

with the clerk of court either in paper format or in electronic 

format. 

(B)(1) The clerk shall determine whether the filing of 

pleadings or documents in electronic format may be accomplished 

either by electronic mail or through the use of an online 

platform.

(2) The fee for filing pleadings or documents in 

electronic format may be paid after the filing. The clerk shall 
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not require that any fee for the filing of pleadings or 

documents in electronic format be paid before the filing, unless 

the clerk has provided for an electronic payment system for such 

filing.

(3) The clerk shall not require a fee for the filing of 

pleadings or documents in electronic format that is greater than 

the applicable fee for the filing of pleadings or documents in 

paper format.

(4) Divisions (B)(1), (2), and (3) of this section do not 

apply to the filing of pleadings or documents in a probate court 

or juvenile court.

(C) Pleadings and documents filed in paper format may be 

converted to an electronic format. Documents created by the 

clerk of court in the exercise of the clerk's duties may be 

created in an electronic format.

(B) (D) When pleadings or documents are received or 

created in, or converted to, an electronic format as provided in 

division (A) of this section, the pleadings or documents in that 

format shall be considered the official version of the record.

Sec. 2303.201. (A)(1) The court of common pleas of any 

county may determine that for the efficient operation of the 

court additional funds are required to computerize the court, to 

make available computerized legal research services, or to do 

both. Upon making a determination that additional funds are 

required for either or both of those purposes, the court shall 

authorize and direct the clerk of the court of common pleas to 

charge one additional fee, not to exceed six dollars, on the 

filing of each cause of action or appeal under divisions (A), 

(Q), and (U) of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code. 
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(2) All fees collected under division (A)(1) of this 

section shall be paid to the county treasurer. The treasurer 

shall place the funds from the fees in a separate fund to be 

disbursed either upon an order of the court, subject to an 

appropriation by the board of county commissioners, or upon an 

order of the court, subject to the court making an annual report 

available to the public listing the use of all such funds, in an 

amount not greater than the actual cost to the court of 

procuring and maintaining computerization of the court, 

computerized legal research services, or both. 

(3) If the court determines that the funds in the fund 

described in division (A)(2) of this section are more than 

sufficient to satisfy the purpose for which the additional fee 

described in division (A)(1) of this section was imposed, the 

court may declare a surplus in the fund and, subject to an 

appropriation by the board of county commissioners, expend those 

surplus funds, or upon an order of the court, subject to the 

court making an annual report available to the public listing 

the use of all such funds, expend those surplus funds, for other 

appropriate technological expenses of the court. 

(B)(1) The   clerk of the   court of common pleas of any 

county may determine that, for the efficient operation of the 

office of the clerk of the court   of common pleas  , additional 

funds are required to make technological advances in or to 

computerize the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas 

and, upon that determination, authorize and direct the clerk of 

the court of common pleas to charge that an additional fee, not 

to exceed twenty dollars, on the filing of each cause of action 

or appeal, on the filing, docketing, and endorsing of each 

certificate of judgment, or on the docketing and indexing of 

each aid in execution or petition to vacate, revive, or modify a 
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judgment under divisions (A), (P), (Q), (T), and (U) of section 

2303.20 of the Revised Code and not to exceed one dollar each 

for the services described in divisions (B), (C), (D), (F), (H), 

and (L) of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code, be charged. 

Subject to division (B)(2) of this section, all moneys collected 

under division (B)(1) of this section shall be paid to the 

county treasurer to be disbursed, upon an order of the court of 

common pleas and subject to   an   appropriation   made   by the board 

of county commissioners, in an amount no greater than the actual 

cost to the court of procuring and maintaining technology and 

computer systems for the office of the clerk of the court of 

common pleas. 

(2) If the clerk of the court of common pleas of a county 

makes the determination described in division (B)(1) of this 

section, the board of county commissioners of that county may 

issue one or more general obligation bonds for the purpose of 

procuring and maintaining the technology and computer systems 

for the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas. In 

addition to the purposes stated in division (B)(1) of this 

section for which the moneys collected under that division may 

be expended, the moneys additionally may be expended to pay debt 

charges on and financing costs related to any general obligation 

bonds issued pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section as they 

become due. General obligation bonds issued pursuant to division 

(B)(2) of this section are Chapter 133. securities. 

(C) The court of common pleas shall collect the sum of 

twenty-six dollars as additional filing fees in each new civil 

action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of 

providing financial assistance to legal aid societies that 

operate within the state and to support the office of the state 

public defender. This division does not apply to a juvenile 
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division of a court of common pleas, except that an additional 

filing fee of fifteen dollars shall apply to custody, 

visitation, and parentage actions; to a probate division of a 

court of common pleas, except that the additional filing fees 

shall apply to name change, guardianship, adoption, and 

decedents' estate proceedings; or to an execution on a judgment, 

proceeding in aid of execution, or other post-judgment 

proceeding arising out of a civil action. The filing fees 

required to be collected under this division shall be in 

addition to any other filing fees imposed in the action or 

proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of 

the action or proceeding. The court shall not waive the payment 

of the additional filing fees in a new civil action or 

proceeding unless the court waives the advanced payment of all 

filing fees in the action or proceeding. All such moneys 

collected during a month except for an amount equal to up to one 

per cent of those moneys retained to cover administrative costs 

shall be transmitted on or before the twentieth day of the 

following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer of 

state in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the 

Ohio access to justice foundation. The treasurer of state shall 

deposit four per cent of the funds collected under this division 

to the credit of the civil case filing fee fund established 

under section 120.07 of the Revised Code and ninety-six per cent 

of the funds collected under this division to the credit of the 

legal aid fund established under section 120.52 of the Revised 

Code. 

The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneys it 

collects under this division to cover administrative costs, 

including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to 

implement this division. If the court fails to transmit to the 
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treasurer of state the moneys the court collects under this 

division in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by 

the Ohio access to justice foundation, the court shall forfeit 

the moneys the court retains under this division to cover 

administrative costs, including the hiring of any additional 

personnel necessary to implement this division, and shall 

transmit to the treasurer of state all moneys collected under 

this division, including the forfeited amount retained for 

administrative costs, for deposit in the legal aid fund. 

(D) On and after the thirtieth day after December 9, 1994, 

the court of common pleas shall collect the sum of thirty-two 

dollars as additional filing fees in each new action or 

proceeding for annulment, divorce, or dissolution of marriage 

for the purpose of funding shelters for victims of domestic 

violence pursuant to sections 3113.35 to 3113.39 of the Revised 

Code. The filing fees required to be collected under this 

division shall be in addition to any other filing fees imposed 

in the action or proceeding and shall be collected at the time 

of the filing of the action or proceeding. The court shall not 

waive the payment of the additional filing fees in a new action 

or proceeding for annulment, divorce, or dissolution of marriage 

unless the court waives the advanced payment of all filing fees 

in the action or proceeding. On or before the twentieth day of 

each month, all moneys collected during the immediately 

preceding month pursuant to this division shall be deposited by 

the clerk of the court into the county treasury in the special 

fund used for deposit of additional marriage license fees as 

described in section 3113.34 of the Revised Code. Upon their 

deposit into the fund, the moneys shall be retained in the fund 

and expended only as described in section 3113.34 of the Revised 

Code. 
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(E)(1) The court of common pleas may determine that, for 

the efficient operation of the court, additional funds are 

necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court, 

including, but not limited to, the acquisition of additional 

facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the 

acquisition of equipment, the hiring and training of staff, 

community service programs, mediation or dispute resolution 

services, the employment of magistrates, the training and 

education of judges, acting judges, and magistrates, and other 

related services. Upon that determination, the court by rule may 

charge a fee, in addition to all other court costs, on the 

filing of each criminal cause, civil action or proceeding, or 

judgment by confession. 

If the court of common pleas offers or requires a special 

program or additional services in cases of a specific type, the 

court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that 

type, over and above court costs, to cover the special program 

or service. The court shall adjust the special assessment 

periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed 

in those cases does not exceed the actual cost of providing the 

service or program. 

All moneys collected under division (E) of this section 

shall be paid to the county treasurer for deposit into either a 

general special projects fund or a fund established for a 

specific special project. Moneys from a fund of that nature 

shall be disbursed upon an order of the court, subject to an 

appropriation by the board of county commissioners, in an amount 

no greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If a 

specific fund is terminated because of the discontinuance of a 

program or service established under division (E) of this 

section, the court may order, subject to an appropriation by the 
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board of county commissioners, that moneys remaining in the fund 

be transferred to an account established under this division for 

a similar purpose. 

(2) As used in division (E) of this section: 

(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation 

of a statute or ordinance, or subsection of a statute or 

ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a 

separate plea before disposition and of which the defendant may 

be found guilty, whether filed as part of a multiple charge on a 

single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge 

on a single summons, citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause" 

does not include separate violations of the same statute or 

ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance, 

unless each charge is filed on a separate summons, citation, or 

complaint. 

(b) "Civil action or proceeding" means any civil 

litigation that must be determined by judgment entry. 

Section 2. That existing sections 1901.261, 1907.261, 

2303.081, and 2303.201 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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