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Testimony before the Ohio House AG Committee
February 25, 2026 on H.B. 676 Wolf-Dog Hybrid Regulations

Chair Klopfenstein, Vice Chair Newman, Ranking Member Miller, and members of
the House Agriculture Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB
676, alongside my Joint Sponsor Rep. Creech.

As the video you have been sent displays, we had a tragedy in my community that
thankfully was mitigated and did not result in personal harm but certainly animal
harm.

In December 2024, Ashtabula County had something of a potential mini—
Zanesville Animal Crisis. The owner of a Fur and Urine Collection Farm had
suddenly died on Christmas Eve on the property leaving roughly 400 animals on
his 1-acre residential location. Having no transition plan for his property, the
County was forced to enter the property and take action with the animals. What
they saw was beyond horrifying and could have led to kids at a nearby park being
attacked or surrounding families harmed had these animals escaped.

400 severely abused animals ranging from wolfdog hybrids, coyotes, skunks,
foxes, boar, and others were located on the small property. Most had to be
euthanized there, a small number were relocated to sanctuaries across the U.S.
These animals had been neglected and mistreated far before the owner’s
untimely death.

Animals roamed the property when our Ashtabula Dog Warden, Humane Agent,
and Sheriff arrived. If there was any more time after the owner passed, it is likely
many would have escaped into this residential area. It is a miracle the timing
worked so that no incidents occurred.



By our laws, the County was responsible for the animals following the owner’s
death. For just the feeding, basic welfare, and supplies the county’s expenses
were roughly $20,000. Thankfully for our taxpayers, Humane World donated the
cost of veterinarians, medicine, putting down a majority of the animals, and
relocating the others at a price tag of roughly $1 Million. Had the county solely
been responsible for these costs and euthanized all the animals, their estimates
given the scope are close to $100,000 in expenses. We are grateful to the
volunteers who were angels.

Rep. Creech’s district actually received several of the animals, and following
conversations with his constituent who now owns those relocated animals, he has
offered his help in correcting the wrong which occurred and is joining this
legislation as a joint sponsor.

The laws governing the collection of urine and domesticated fur harvesting, in
addition to wild vs domesticated-wild animals are split among several state
agencies and are not simple for any involved to understand. As such, to respond
to this incident we intend to work on two different pieces of legislation.

First, the bill before us is a very targeted, very narrow fix to have prevented the
exact fact pattern in Ashtabula County:

Establish uniform statewide registration and identification requirements for
wolfdog hybrids by setting clear safety standards for ownership. We copy the
dangerous dog standards and requirements and apply them to wolfdog hybrids.
This is for safety and also allows authorities to check for compliance.

Improve coordination and communication between county auditors, dog
wardens, and public health officials by providing County Commissioners with
defined authority and procedures to address related animal nuisances.

Allows counties to place a nuisance abatement on property to recoup any
costs from a clean up operation when animals are neglected and need to be

removed.

Now, | would like to turn over testimony to my joint sponsor Rep. Creech.



