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Chair Klopfenstein, Vice Chair Newman, Ranking Member Miller, and members of 
the House Agriculture Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide 
sponsor testimony on House Bill 676. 
 
I would like to begin by thanking my joint sponsor, Representative Thomas, for his 
leadership on this issue and for outlining the tragic situation that occurred in 
Ashtabula County. As he described that incident revealed serious gaps in Ohio law 
regarding the ownership, oversight, and regulation of wolfdog hybrids and similar 
animals. 
 
While the events in Ashtabula County were geographically distant from my 
district, the consequences of that situation reached communities across Ohio. 
Several of the animals rescued from that property were relocated to my district, 
where local residents stepped up to care for them. Through conversations with 
those constituents, I have seen firsthand both the challenges and responsibilities 
that come with the ownership of these animals, as well as the potential risks 
when proper safeguards are not in place. 
 
This issue is not theoretical—it has directly impacted families and communities I 
represent. Their experiences have reinforced the need for clear, consistent, and 
enforceable standards across the state. 
 
House Bill 676 is a targeted response to a very specific problem. It establishes 
reasonable safeguards to ensure that wolfdog hybrids are owned and managed 
responsibly, while also providing local officials with the tools they need to 
respond effectively when issues arise. By aligning requirements for wolfdog 
hybrids with existing dangerous dog standards, we are creating a framework that 



 

 

is both familiar and practical for enforcement. 
 
Additionally, the bill improves coordination between local officials and provides 
counties with a mechanism to recover costs when they are forced to intervene in 
cases of neglect or public safety concerns. As Representative Thomas outlined, 
these situations can place significant financial burdens on local governments, and 
it is appropriate that responsible parties bear those costs. 
At the same time, I want to be clear that this legislation is only one part of a 
broader effort. The situation in Ashtabula County exposed not only issues with 
wolf dog hybrids, but also broader inconsistencies in how Ohio regulates exotic 
animals, fur and urine collection operations, and the responsibilities of property 
owners. 
 
Because of that, I am currently working with the Humane World for Animals and 
other stakeholders on additional legislation to further address these gaps and 
provide clearer guidance across agencies. Our goal is to ensure that Ohio has a 
comprehensive and understandable framework that protects public safety, 
supports responsible animal ownership, and prevents situations like this from 
happening again. 
House Bill 676 is a commonsense first step. It is narrowly tailored, responsive to a 
real incident, and designed to prevent future crises while respecting responsible 
owners. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I would be happy to answer any 
questions from the committee. 
 


