
Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak.  I come to you as an expert on wolfdogs. I am 

the President of The Red Riding Hood Rescue Project in Middletown, OH.  We are a USDA 

licensed wolfdog sanctuary.  I was also in Ashtabula, on the fur farm property.  We rescued 3 

animals from that ‘so called’ farm.  It was the saddest thing I have ever witnessed.  

 

Wolfdogs are dogs.  They are wonderfully intelligent, clever, silly animals with big feelings.  They 

are neophobic by nature, so they are fearful animals.  But when they love, it is with an intensity 

that is unmatched by any other dog.  It is earned.  We rescued 3 wolfdogs from the furfarm and 

they were known only as c1-14a, c1-14b and f19.    C1-14a was a little smidge of a wolfdog with 

a crooked tail due to her confinement,  She shivered under the protective body of her cage 

mate, c1-14b.  He trembled in fear as well, with whale eyes, while he stood over his frightened 

mate, and this was on rescue day.  F 19 was a wolfdog in the coyote section, too big for the 

hanging fox cage he was in.  He could neither lay down all the way nor sit up fully.  He was 

atrophied, injured and not expected to survive the night.   He came to us hunched and 

recovered for 3 weeks in my basement before moving to our sanctuary. These animals are not a 

commodity. They are dogs and we renamed them Zoe, Zephyr and little Dante. They are living 

large, with space to move, with shelters, platforms, enrichment, vet care, diet and love.  

This bill hb 676 is concerning.  It is discrimination with no basis. 

I will support a legitimate bill that requires inspections of such facilities, a bill that would 

prevent the inhumane keeping of animals and the spread of disease. I will support a bill that 

lays out standards of animal welfare for such facilities.  But I will not stand by and watch this 

proposed bill, 676, single out the less than 11% of animals on the fur farm property, the 

wolfdogs, and call them dangerous and lay discrimination laws on them.  The only danger to the 

community was Guttman, himself, and the disease and health risks his property presented due 

to lack of clean up or vetting.   This could have been resolved 49 years ago, 45 years ago, 20 

years ago, 10 years ago, 5 years ago, last year, had an addendum been written requiring anyone 

with a propagation permit to be inspected. Just inspect.  But for over 50 years, he went 

unchecked.  

 

As I mentioned, the fur farm wolfdogs made up less than 11% of the animals on the fur farm. 

They were not dangerous.  What they were was fearful, stressed, sick,  injured, starving and 

even freezing to death. They were trapped in small wire bottom hanging baskets with no 

bedding, no protection from the elements, no proper diet, rusty coffee cans of frozen water.  

They stared in fear and hopelessness, those that were still alive.  Our sanctuary’s entire mission 

is to educate the public on wolves and wolfdogs.  Hollywood and fairy tales villianize them, but 



in reality, wolfdogs will avoid a perceived risk at all cost. They aren’t villians.  This bill is a 

distraction from the real issues that went on in Ashtabula a year ago.  The fur farm wolfdogs 

were sad victims with no protections.   

 

I have another problem with this proposed bill, as it is ignoring all the other animals on the 

property, which made up about 90% of the animal stock: coyotes, foxes, mink, skunk, wild boar.  

How does this bill think it is preventing another Ashtabula when it is ignoring (disrespecting) the 

majority of the animals on the property? 

 

Finally, the bill could have the potential to stress the already over flowing non profit rescues 

that are at capacity.  We don’t have a wolfdog problem, they aren’t running at large. They aren’t 

involved in incidents.  And yet, this bill wants to label them as dangerous and penalize owners 

with unreasonable and unjustified regulations.  Our sanctuary can’t pick up the pieces of this 

poorly written bill if the consequence mean animals are forfeited due to this bill.  We will not 

rescue more animals than we have the capacity to care for.  We are at capacity. 

 

Please focus on what happened in Ashtabula. Lets prevent it from recurring by inspecting 

properties with these propagation permits, regardless of who they are and what interest groups 

they represent.  But lets not get into discrimination.  That is unproductive, impractical, and wont 

resolve the problem.  We can not support a bill that has no justification.  

 

Susan Vogt  


