
TESTIMONY BEFORE HOUSE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 3/25/2026     DAVID BALDOCK 

1. NAZGUL THE CZECKOSOVAKIAN WOLF DOG GOES VIRAL AT THE WINTER OLYMICS 
a. SHOWN RUNNING DOWN THE CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRAIL BEHIND THE SKIERS,  BEING 

PETTED AND HELD AT THE FINISH LINE 
b. A LATER INTERVIEW WITH THE OWNERS- “HE WAS JUST TRYING TO FIND US” 
c. SHOWN RUBBING UP AGAINST THE OWNERS IN AFFECTION, STANDING ON TWO LEGS 

TO LICK HIS OWNER. 
 

2. I HAVE OWNED A NUMBER OF HYBRIDS FOR NEARLY 40 YEARS. 
a. INTELLIGENT, LOVING, LOYAL, NURTURING, FUN, COMPANIONABLE 
b. IF THEY HAD WINGS, THEY WOULD BE ANGELS 

 
3. APPARENTLY, HB 676 IS BEING DRIVEN BY THE FAIRY TALE FEARS OF THE BIG BAD WOLF FROM 

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD AND THE THREE LITTLE PIGS 
a. ANY DOG BREED CAN HAVE BAD, VICIOUS OR DANGEROUS INDIVIDUALS- THE DATA CAN 

SHOW PIT BULLS, BULLDOGS, FENCHIES, TERRIERS, HUSKIES, MALAMUTES, CATTLE 
DOGS CAN ALL HAVE ROGUE INDIVIDUALS BROUGHT ON BY MISTREATMENT, IMPROPER 
CARE OR PERHAPS GENETICS. 
 

4. THIS IS A GOOD PLACE TO REMIND THE COMMITTEE THAT JUST LAST WEEK AVERY’S LAW WENT 
INTO EFFECT IN OHO THAT STRENGTHENS REGULATIONS FOR VICIOUS OR DANGEROUS DOGS. 
THIS LAW IS BASED ON BEHAVIOR NOT BREED.  A SOUND AND SENSIBLE APPROACH WHEN 
NEEDED. 
 

5. HB 676 IS A GROSS INJUSTICE TO THE CARING AND RESPONSIBLE OWNERS OF WOLF HYBRIDS. 
SADDLING THE OWNERS WITH OVER 20 REGULATIONS, RANGING FROM THE EXTRA FEES AND 
RIDICULOUS CONTAINMENT RULES. 
 

6. MOST DISTRESSING IS THAT TARGETING PET OWNERS IN NO WAY REGULATES OR FIXES ANY OF 
THE PROBLEMS THAT YOU HAVE HEARD ABOUT AT THE “TRAGEDY” IN ASHTABULA COUNTY. 
 

7. THE FACTS ARE: 
a. WOLF URINE SELLS FOR $200./GAL.  WOLF PELTS FOR $1000. EACH 
b. THERE ARE MARKETS FOR URINE FROM COYOTES, FOX, BOBCAT, BEAR AND RACOONS 
c. NOT SURE WHAT THE SKUNKS WERE FOR? 
d. THIS OPERATOR AT ONE TIME HELD A COMMERCIAL LICENSE FROM ODNR FOR WILD 

ANIMAL PROPAGATION   -  COST $40.   NO INSPECTIONS OR OVERSIGHT 
e. HB 676 MAKES NO MENTION OF THE OTHER ANIMALS ABUSED AT THE ASHTABULA 

LOCATION – FOXES, COYOTES, SKUNKS, RACOONS, POSSUMS, WILD BOARS AND A 
BEAR? 
 



8. THIS BILL COMES VEILED AS AN AGRICULTURAL REGULATION BUT IS JUST ABOUT A SMALL 
GROUP OF PET OWNERS NOT ENGAGED IN ANY AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. 

a. I OWN 160 ACRES OF CROP LAND AND AT ONE TIME MILKKED JERSEYS.  NO FARMER 
WANTS PETA, THE HUMANE SOCIETY OR OTHER GROUPS TELLING THEM WHAT THEY 
CAN AND CANNOT DO ON THEIR PROPERTY.   ON THE OTHER HAND WHEN SUCH 
DEPLORABLE CONDITIONS EXIST, AND THE ANIMAL SUFFERING IS SO GREAT, HOW CAN 
CITIZENS OR POLITICIANS NOT ADDRESS THOSE ISSUES.   BUT THEY SHOULD NOT 
ADDRESS THEM BY GOING AFTER AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT GROUP OF PEOPLE. 

b. HB676 HAS NO PROVISIONS TO ADDRESS, REGULATE OR IMPROVE THE ANIMAL 
WELFARE ON FUR AND URINE FARMS IN OHIO. 
 

9. IN FACT, IT HAS BEEN MENTIONED HERE THAT NO ONE HAS BROUGHT FORTH ACTUAL FACTS 
FOR HOW MANY OF THESE FARMS EXIST, HOW MANY HAVE THE 400 PLUS ANIMALS LIKE IN 
ASHTABULA OR IF ANY HAVE CONDITIONS LIKE THOSE FOUND THERE.  ONE WOULD THINK 
KNOWING THOSE NUMBERS WOULD HELP DRIVE APPROPRIATE ACTION. 
 

10. JUST TO BE CLEAR WHAT THIS BILL DOES DO TO OWNERS OF WOLF HYBRIDS NOT INCLUDING 
THE PENALTIES BEING ASSIGNED INCLUDE 

a. $100 ANNUAL FEE PLUS LOCAL DOG LICENSE 
b. EVIDENCE OF NEUTER OR SPAYING 
c. VISIBLE SIGNS ON PROPERTY WARNING OF DANGER ????  IS THAT NOT INVITING 

TROUBLE? 
d. MICROCHIPS  - ALWAYS A GOOD IDEA 
e. NOTIFICATION OF ANY ADDRESS CHANGES  
f. TAG ON COLLAR “AT ALL TIMES” 
g. NOTICE OF TRANSFERS OF OWNERSHIP AND NOTICES OF BEHAVIORS 
h. ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT CHASING, BITING, AGGRESSION TOWARD ANIMALS (WELL 

SOME OF MY HYBRIDS REALLY DID NOT LIKE CATS.)  IS THAT UNIQUE TO WOLF DOGS??? 
i. CONFINE AT ALL TIMES IN LOCKED PENS WITH TOPS 
j. FENCED YARDS WITH TOPS 
k. NOTIFY ALL HOUSE GUESTS THERE IS A HYBRID INSIDE, NO POSSIBLE CONTACT WITH 

GUEST 
l. OFF PREMISIS ON A CHAIN LINK TETHER- NOT MORE THAN 6’ FOOT.  MINE IS 28 FT LEASH 
m. MUZZLE THAT WOLF DOG 
n. LIABILITY INSURANCE OF $100,000 W/ COMPANY THAT INSURES WOLF DOGS. ANY SUCH 

INSURANCE COMPANIES KNOWN? 
o. NOTIFY IF HYBRID IS LOOSE OR UNCONFINED- ME AND MY DOG GO OUT TWICE DAILY 

ON A MILE HIKE AROUND FARM 
p. NOTIFY ALL BITES 
q. NOTIFY IF ATTACKS ANOTHER ANIMAL- DOES THAT INCLUDE WOODCHUCKS 
r. NOTIFY VETS OR TRAINERS-  I COULD TELL A LONG STORY ABOUT TAKING MY HYBRIDS TO 

OBEDIENCE CLASSES- SHORT STORY THEY PASSED THE OWNERS DID NOT. 



s. DEBARKING-  GOOD RULE BUT WOLF DOGS DON’T BARK. 
 

11. I WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT THIS BILL IS ALMOST UNENFORCEABLE DUE A LACK OF 
DEFINITION OF A WOLF DOG.   AS A FARMER, WE SPEND A LOT OF TIME LEARNING BREEDING 
SPECIFICS.  CROSSING CATTLE TO OBTAIN BETTER GENETICS IS USUALLY ABOUT 
PERCENTAGES.  PERCENT ANGUS VS SIMENTAL, JERSEY & BROWN SWISS CROSSES.  BEEFALO 
IS A CROSS BETWEEN BUFFALO AND ANY BEEF BREED.  THE MATH CAN GET COMPLEX BUT 
OFTEN YOU LOOK FOR PERCENTAGES OF THE BREEDS THAT HAVE THE CHARACTERISTICS YOU 
DESIRE IN YOU HERD.  IN THIS BILL THE PERCENTAGES ARE NOT LISTED,  WHEN DOES A CROSS 
BECOME A WOLF DOG?  50%, 25%, 12%, 3%.  IN TODAYS WORLD DNA TESTING ON ANIMALS 
CAN DETERMINE PERCENTAGE OF ANCESTARY, BUT THIS DETERMINATION HAS NOT BEEN MADE 
IN HB676. 
 

12. IN CONCLUSION,  I BELIEVE THAT THIS COMMITTEE SHOULD SEND THIS BILL TO THE BACK OF 
THE LINE AND LOOK FOR ACTIONS THAT WOULD BE MORE LIKELY TO PREVENT FUTURE MISUSE 
OF THE AGRICULTURAL UMBRELLA ON FUR AND URINE FARMS.  EVEN IF ONLY TO ASSESS THE 
EXTENT OF THE PROBLEMS OR INCREASE THE FEES FOR SUCH FARMS TO DETERMINE THE 
SCOPE OF THE POTENTIAL ISSUES.   PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY THE COMPANIONSHIPS OF SO 
MANY OF US AND OUR VERY SENTIENT LOYAL PALS, THE WOLF DOG. 

 

 

 


