Representatives Tex Fischer Kellie Deeter
59" and 54" House Districts

Chair Klopfenstein, Vice Chair Newman, Ranking Member Miller, and members of the Ohio
House Agriculture Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on
House Bill 664.

House Bill 664 is a practical, commonsense effort to modernize Ohio law to improve access to
basic veterinary care for dogs and cats across our state, and reduce wait times for preventive
veterinary services.

Across Ohio, families are increasingly struggling to access routine veterinary services.
Workforce shortages, growing demand for care, and limited availability in rural and underserved
communities have created significant barriers for pet owners seeking basic preventive care. In a
recent poll, 34% of Ohioans reported delaying veterinary care for their pets in the past year due
to cost or inability to access veterinary services.

Vaccinations and parasite prevention are among the most routine and important services in
veterinary medicine. However, under current law, registered veterinary technicians are limited in
their ability to assist independently with these straightforward preventive services, even when
acting under the direction of a licensed veterinarian.

House Bill 664 addresses this challenge by better utilizing the education, training, and clinical
competencies of registered veterinary technicians while maintaining appropriate veterinarian
oversight and accountability.

Importantly, this legislation does not alter the core responsibilities of licensed veterinarians.
Veterinarians will remain solely responsible for diagnosing disease, prescribing treatment,
directing care, and establishing protocols within their practices. The supervising veterinarian
retains responsibility for delegation, oversight, and accountability at all times.

This bill is entirely permissive and fully at the discretion of the supervising veterinarian. No
veterinarian would be required to utilize a registered veterinary technician in this manner.



Instead, House Bill 664 simply provides veterinary professionals with additional flexibility to
structure their practices in a way that allows routine preventive services to be delivered more
efficiently.

By better utilizing the education, training, and clinical competencies of registered veterinary
technicians, this legislation removes unnecessary red tape that can slow down access to care for
Ohio pet owners. Veterinary technicians are highly trained allied health professionals who
already play critical roles in anesthesia monitoring, laboratory work, imaging, patient care, and
client education. Allowing them to assist with routine preventive services under veterinarian
oversight enables practices to operate more efficiently and helps veterinarians devote more time
to complex medical cases, surgeries, diagnostics, and emergency care.

House Bill 664 will also support shelters, nonprofit vaccination clinics, and rural veterinary
practices that often face staffing shortages and high patient demand. Streamlining routine
preventive care can help increase vaccination rates, reduce the spread of preventable and
zoonotic diseases such as rabies, and improve both animal welfare and public health outcomes.

We are continuing to work collaboratively with the Ohio Veterinary Medical Association and
other stakeholders to ensure that the final version of this legislation accomplishes our shared goal
of improving access to veterinary care while maintaining patient safety and appropriate
veterinarian oversight.

House Bill 664 is a balanced and responsible modernization of Ohio veterinary law that supports
pet owners, veterinary professionals, shelters, and communities alike.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 664. We would
be happy to answer any questions from the committee.



