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TESTIMONY ON OHIO H.B. 644

Presented by Vicki Deisner, Executive Director, Ohio Animal Advocates
Before the House Agriculture Committee

Wednesday, May 20, 2026

Chair Klopfenstein, Vice Chair Newman, Ranking Minority Member Miller and distinguished members of
the House Agriculture Committee, | am Vicki Deisner, Executive Director of Ohio Animal Advocates
(OAA). OAA would like to thank Representatives Fischer and Deeter for their commitment to sponsoring
this important legislation. OAA respectfully urges this committee to support H.B. 644.

Ohio is facing a serious and growing gap in access to veterinary care —just as other states are across the
country. High costs, workforce shortages, and geographic barriers mean that many families struggle to
obtain even routine preventive services for their pets, especially in rural or underserved areas. As a
result, far too many animals go without essential care, including core vaccinations that protect both
animal and human health.

House Bill 664 offers a practical, targeted solution by better utilizing Registered Veterinary Technicians
(RVTs). These highly trained, credentialed professionals are already a critical part of veterinary care
teams. But outdated regulations are preventing them from helping more pets in Ohio.

One of the most important impacts of HB 664 is its potential to improve rabies vaccination rates across
the state. Rabies vaccines are mandated in some counties, and are frequently required for boarding and
grooming, yet access challenges leave gaps in coverage. By making it easier for qualified RVTs to
administer these vaccines in community settings and underserved areas, HB 664 will help ensure that
more animals are protected while reducing the risk of disease transmission and improving compliance
with public health requirements. Increasing rabies vaccinations are also critical based on the recent
passage of Avery’s Law. Many other states have addressed the veterinary shortage with similar
legislative efforts. California passed S.B. 669, which took effect in January of 2024, allowing RVTs to
administer vaccines without a veterinarian onsite. Virginia enacted S.B. 412 allows licensed veterinary
technicians to administer vaccines at a rabies clinic. South Carolina introduced S.B. 1147 that would
create a position of certified vaccine technician and allow these technicians to to administer rabies
vaccines. And recently the Illinois legislature reached an agreement with ISVMA to allow Certified
Veterinary Technicians to administer rabies vaccinations.

Importantly, HB 664 maintains strong professional standards and safeguards. Services provided by
Registered Veterinary Technicians operate under a written protocol established by the supervising
veterinarian. This ensures that RVTs do not act independently but instead are following clearly defined
clinical guidelines tailored by the licensed veterinarian who retains responsibility for patient care. The
protocol provides structure around which services may be performed, and helps ensure consistency,
quality, and accountability in every interaction.
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In summary, House Bill 664 is a commonsense step forward that will expand access to affordable
veterinary services, improve public health, and maintain our high standards for quality care. For these
reasons, | respectfully urge your support for HB 664.

For all the aforementioned reasons, OAA respectfully urges the House Agricultural Committee to
support H.B. 644. Thank you for your time and consideration. | would be happy to answer any

questions.
Sincerely,

Vicki Deinser, Esq.
Executive Director, Ohio Animal Advocates
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