Proponent Testimony - House Bill 664

Chair Klopfenstein, Vice Chair Newman, Ranking Member Miller, and members of the
House Agriculture committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in
support of House Bill 664.

My name is Alura Baldasare, and | am a Registered Veterinary Technician (RVT) practicing in
Ohio. I am writing today in support of HB 664 because it recognizes the training, expertise,
and important role that RVTs play in veterinary medicine and allows us to more fully
contribute to patient care.

RVTs are licensed medical professionals who complete a rigorous two or four year degree,
pass a national board examination, and maintain continuing education throughout our
careers. In practice, we are trained to perform a wide range of clinical tasks, including
anesthetic and procedural management, advanced life support, surgical assisting,
facilitation of diagnostic tests, wound repair, and so on. Despite this training, current law
can limit how effectively veterinary teams are able to utilize RVTs, particularly in busy or
underserved settings.

HB 664 provides a balanced approach that allows veterinarians to delegate appropriate
tasks to qualified RVTs under their supervision, consistent with our education and ethical
obligations. By better aligning the law with modern veterinary practice, this legislation will
allow us to serve more animals and people within our communities and work more
effectively overall as a veterinary team.

In addition, title protection for Registered Veterinary Technicians is important to ensure
that the “RVT” credential is used only by individuals who have met the state’s education,
examination, and licensure requirements. This clarity benefits both the public and
veterinary professionals by ensuring that responsibilities are aligned with verified
qualifications and that proper standards of patient care and safety are upheld.

It is important to emphasize that HB 664 does not replace or diminish the role of
veterinarians. Instead, it provides them with the opportunity to more fully utilize each
member of their veterinary team while maintaining appropriate supervision.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | respectfully ask for your support of House Bill
664.

Sincerely,

Alura Baldasare, RVT



