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May 20, 2026

House Agriculture Committee
Ohio House of Representatives
77 S. High Street

Columbus, OH 43215

Re: Testimony in Support of HB 664

Chair Klopfenstein, Vice Chair Newman, Ranking Member Miller, and members of the House Agriculture
Committee:

On behalf of our Ohio supporters, Humane World for Animals (formerly Humane Society of the United
States), urges your support for House Bill 664. HB 664 will increase access to veterinary care and allow
more pet owners in our state to help ensure the health and wellbeing of their cats and dogs.

Onhio faces a significant lack of access to veterinary care, particularly in rural and underserved
communities. Under current law, pet owners must establish a relationship with a veterinarian before any
services can be provided. This means that many families must travel for hours for basic pet care or

face high costs and long appointment wait times because that is their only option. In fact, a recent survey
showed that in the past year more than a third of Ohioans delayed or went without veterinary care

for their pets because of cost or lack of access. HB 664 offers practical solutions to address this access to
care crisis.

Registered Veterinary Technicians (RVTs) are highly trained, credentialed professionals who are an
essential part of veterinary care teams. With a small update to Ohio law, RVTs can expand access to
basic preventative care while maintaining high safety standards.

HB 664 provides much-needed relief for pet owners and veterinarians in three ways:
1. Expands access to affordable preventative care

The bill gives veterinarians the freedom to authorize their RVTs to establish a limited Veterinarian-Client-
Patient-Relationship (VCPR) for basic preventative vaccinations and antiparasitics, like flea and tick
prevention, under telephonic supervision. This helps reach pet owners in rural and underserved areas
where veterinarians are harder to access.

2. Improves efficiency in veterinary practices

HB 664 allows veterinarians to authorize their RVTs to administer rabies vaccinations under general,
rather than direct, supervision. RVTs are highly trained and already safely provide this essential public-
health vaccine, which is often required by groomers, landlords, and boarding facilities. This change frees
up veterinarians to focus on more complex services that only they can provide while helping to ensure
rabies vaccination is widely accessible.
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3. Protects professional standards and public trust

This bill protects the title “Registered Veterinary Technician,” ensuring that only those who have
completed the requisite rigorous education, training, and credentialing can use the title.
This maintains public confidence and reduces confusion about professional qualifications.

Ohio families should not have to face delays, long drives, prohibitive costs, or go without

basic preventative veterinary care altogether. Ohioans want fewer regulatory barriers and more
accessible, affordable care for their pets. HB 664 is a practical and urgently needed step towards
improving access to the basic, preventative veterinary care that dogs and cats need to stay healthy. We
respectfully urge your support for this important bill.

Sincerely,

Mark Finneran

Mark Finneran
Ohio State Director
mfinneran@humaneworld.org
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