Proponent Testimony on House Bill 664
Sharon Harvey - Cleveland Animal Protective League and the Ohio Animal Welfare Federation

Chair Klopfenstein, Vice Chair Newman, Ranking Member Miller, and members of the House
Agriculture Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of House Bill 664.
My name is Sharon Harvey, and I serve as President and CEO of the Cleveland Animal Protective League
and as a member of the Board of Directors of the Ohio Animal Welfare Federation, a statewide
membership organization representing humane societies, county dog wardens, animal care and control
officers, and rescue groups from 63 counties across Ohio. I am submitting testimony today on behalf of
both organizations.

Last year, of the 6,715 animals adopted out by the Cleveland APL, nearly 5,600 cats and dogs required
rabies vaccinations in accordance with Cuyahoga County regulations. We also operate a low-cost
veterinary clinic and community wellness and vaccination clinics, and community wellness

programs designed to help families keep their pets healthy and at home. Through these programs we see
firsthand how access to basic preventive veterinary care, especially vaccines and parasite prevention, can
make the difference between a healthy pet in a loving home and an animal entering the shelter system.

Access to veterinary care is increasingly strained. Like many states, Ohio faces a shortage of veterinarians
relative to the growing demand for services. In many communities, particularly rural and underserved
urban areas, pet owners struggle to obtain timely appointments for routine preventive care. When pets
miss core vaccinations or parasite prevention, the consequences extend beyond the individual animal and
can affect public health.

Rabies prevention is a clear example. While Ohio does not have a single statewide rabies vaccination
requirement for pets, according to the Ohio Department of Health’s website, at least 27 counties require
rabies vaccination for dogs and/or cats through their local health regulations. These policies exist because
rabies is a nearly 100 percent fatal disease once symptoms appear, and vaccination of companion animals
is one of the most effective tools we have to protect both people and pets.

House Bill 664 offers a practical and responsible way to expand access to these critical preventive
services by allowing registered veterinary technicians (RVT) to work under the authority of a veterinarian
to establish a veterinarian-client-patient relationship for the limited purpose of administering vaccines
and antiparasitic medications only when the supervising veterinarian is readily available via virtual
modalities to communicate with the RVT.

This change is particularly important for animal shelters and humane societies that do not have regular or,
for many, any veterinary coverage at all but may employ an RVT. Currently, many shelters rely on
veterinarians who may only be available on limited days while others must make appointments and take
their shelter animals to a private veterinary clinic. Under the current requirement that a veterinarian be
physically present at the animal shelter for RVTs to administer rabies vaccinations, shelters without an
onsite veterinarian face significant cost and efficiency barriers to providing routine preventive care and
preparing animals for adoption in compliance with local health regulations. In some cases, these barriers
reduce the number of animals that can be taken in for adoption or families served through community
clinics. Ultimately, that means fewer pets vaccinated, fewer preventable diseases controlled, and more
pressure on animal shelters that are already working at capacity.

Registered veterinary technicians are highly trained, credentialed professionals who already play an
essential role in veterinary medicine. Allowing them to provide these specific preventive services will
increase access to essential care, particularly in underserved communities, improve vaccination coverage



that protects both animals and public health, allow veterinarians to focus on more complex medical and
surgical cases, reduce operational barriers that limit animal flow through shelters and community clinics,
and help keep pets healthy in their homes and out of shelters. Collectively, we could reach thousands
more animals each year, strengthening both animal welfare and public health across Ohio.

While we strongly support the intent of this bill and need to acknowledge and appropriately utilize the
training, skills, and professional capabilities of RVTs, we also recognize and respect veterinarians’
responsibility to ensure that appropriate and reasonable guardrails are in place to protect patient safety
and maintain veterinary oversight consistent with the obligation of their professional licenses. Clear
standards for animal care, client consent, and documentation must be established by supervising
veterinarians and followed by RVTs to support quality of care and patient safety. To that end, we are
currently engaged in stakeholder discussions to help ensure these safeguards have been thoughtfully
incorporated.

House Bill 664 represents a thoughtful modernization of Ohio law that recognizes the ability and training
of veterinary technicians while ensuring veterinary oversight is maintained. Most importantly, it will help
to further promote public health and ensure that more pets receive the preventive care they need to stay
healthy and remain with the families who love them.

On behalf of the Cleveland APL, Ohio Animal Welfare Federation, and the thousands of animals and
families we serve every year, we respectfully urge the committee to support House Bill 664.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this critical issue.



