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Chair Klopfenstein, Vice Chair Newman, Ranking Minority Member Miller and distinguished members of 
the House Agriculture Committee, my name is Michelle Gonzalez, and I am veterinarian licensed and 
practicing in the State of Ohio for 26 years. I am the Founder and Medical Director of the Rascal Unit, a 
mobile veterinary clinic providing affordable and accessible veterinary care to communities throughout 
the State of Ohio. I am also the Director of Rascal Charities, a 501c3 non-profit organization with a 
mission to assist individuals, shelters and animal caretakers in an effort to reduce shelter 
overpopulation, preventable diseases, and economic euthanasia. I would like to thank Representatives 
Fischer and Deeter for their commitment to sponsoring this important legislation. On behalf of myself 
and my organizations, I am here to support H.B. 644 as originally introduced. 
 
Twenty years ago, I founded the Rascal Unit because I saw the need for a service that provided 
veterinary care to individuals in need. I learned that most people who have animals want to do what is 
best for them yet are often met with barriers that prevent them from providing the care they need. 
These barriers include financial limitations, lack of accessible veterinary care, and lack of education on 
preventive care. I felt it was my duty as a veterinarian to help animals and their humans, and 20 years 
later that has not changed. 
 
The reality we face today is a shortage in access to veterinary care. House Bill 664, as originally 
presented, provides a solution by utilizing Registered Veterinary Technicians, who undergo schooling 
and are licensed in the State of Ohio, to provide preventive care under the direction but without the 
direct supervision or a licensed veterinarian. By allowing RVTs to provide vaccinations and wellness care 
without the need of a veterinarian physically present, we aim to decrease the risk of preventable 
diseases, and thus keep animals and people safer as some of these conditions can be transmitted from 
animals to humans. 
 
The new sub bill fails to provide help to communities in need of pet wellness care. While it may be 
useful to some shelters, many animal welfare organizations already administer vaccines to the animals 
in their care with the exception of Rabies vaccination. The goal of access to care is to increase resources 
to communities and the sub bill lacks the ability to provide wellness services to pet owners. BY limiting 
the service to shelters, we do not have the opportunity to prevent deadly contagious diseases, such as 
Parvovirus, Distemper and Rabies. 
 



 

The new bill seeks to allow Veterinary Technicians to administer Rabies vaccinations to shelter animals 
only and not to community animals. The only difference between a shelter animal and an owned pet is 
ownership. It is not productive to create a legal distinction based on ownership when all companion 
animals, owned and unowned, are the same. This is not by my definition, but by that of the Ohio 
Supreme Court. 
 
HB 664, as originally drafted, provides services to all companion animals by Registered Veterinary 
Technicians under the direction of a veterinarian, following protocols established by the veterinarian to 
prevent Veterinary Technicians from acting independently and without guidance. This would be a great 
advancement in access to veterinary care and both animal and public health. 
 
I respectfully urge you to support H.B. 664 in its original form, so that all companion animals can have 
the opportunity to receive these services. I would be happy to answer any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
A Michelle Gonzalez, DVM, MS, MSL 
Director, Rascal Charities, Inc. ad Rascal Unit, Ltd. 


