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Chair Miller, Vice Chair Hiner, Ranking Member Jarrells and members of this committee, my 
name is David Wespiser. I am the founder of Hotel Development Services, a privately held 
national real estate development, construction and management company based in 
Oxford, Ohio. Our hotels are licensed with leading brands, including IHG, Hilton and 
Marriott.  

Our portfolio includes more than 25 hotel assets as well as mixed-use projects, student 
housing, retail and office properties. This includes 10 hotels in Ohio serving markets such 
as Greater Cleveland, Columbus and Cincinnati. We value our relationships with 
community partners and we work to ensure the highest level of trust through collaborative 
action. We have been recognized mutliple times as “Business of the Year” by the City of 
Oxford, Developer of the Year by IHG, and our hotels hold multiple awards for quality and 
customer service with Hilton and Marriott. 

Our company believes in working together within its communities. But we’re concerned 
with the key provision in House Bill 138 which doesn’t foster collaboration, but requires 
subjugation of some hotels by a majority of larger hotels. 

If tourism promotion districts or structures like them have value, there is no reason for the 
legislation to require participation. A case would be made on its own merit to recruit those 
hotels to participate. 

The only reason to mandate participation is an acknowledgement of the opposition that 
exists within the industry to this idea. In some places, that opposition stems from the 
already high tax rates on lodging transactions – as high as 19.3 percent in Cincinnati. In 
others, it comes from continued discussions on addressing how current marketing 
resources are used. 

The bill allows district boundaries to extend beyond local control. Our assessment dollars 
could be diverted to marketing campaigns or projects in other regions that do not benefit 
our hotel or community. Local officials who best understand our market would have no say. 



Losing even more flexibility in our pricing models in challenging market conditions, the 
competitive disadvantage in higher prices for consumers and groups, and the continued 
expansion of taxes and assessments on top of already high rates all combine to make 
House Bill 138 a counterproductive step for hotel businesses at the present time. 

Our company opposes this bill and respectfully asks the members of the committee to do 
so as well and to continue to support an environment that is good for business in Ohio.  




