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H.B. 41 — Creating Public-Private Partnerships to Help Solve the Workforce and Child
Care Crises
Written Testimony of Sugar Creek Packing Co. Support

Ron Holbrook, Corporate Affairs, Sugar Creek Packing Co.:

Chairwoman White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the
House Children and Human Services Committee, thank you for allowing us to testify in
support of House Bill 41. The need for this legislation is well documented in the
Sponsor Testimony already provided by Representative White and Representative
Roemer. Sugar Creek’s testimony will center around our experiences in providing on-
site and near-site childcare services for our employees through partnership with
licensed providers, non-profits, and even public schools. In short “these partnerships
work.”

Sugar Creek Packing Co. is a flexible, diversified food company focused on producing
high quality proteins with a long legacy as a bacon producer. We are a family-owned
Ohio business with over 2400 employees nationwide. Three of our manufacturing
plants, a distribution center and our company headquarters are here in Ohio. As an
entrepreneurial, growth-oriented company with that many employees, we have
become intimately aware of “barriers to work” that many Ohioans face and have
implemented programs to help overcome them. Several of our facilities operate
transportation services for those needing a ride to work, we offer affordable rental
housing for employees, and employee benefits for childcare solutions. Two Sugar
Creek manufacturing plants have childcare centers, and all full-time employees are
eligible to participate in our Dependent Care Savings Account program that includes a
company matching contribution.

Sugar Creek’s manufacturing plant in Washington Court House, OH was our first
location with a Child Care Center. The Washington Court House center, is located on
the campus, has an enrollment capacity of 53 children and is operated by a for-profit
licensed provider. In Cambridge City, Indiana, we established a Child Care Center near
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the plant through a partnership with the community school system and the local
YMCA. The Indiana childcare has an enrollment capacity of 48 children. Both centers
care for children aged infant to kindergarten.

Sugar Creek is working to open on-site or near-site childcare at our other
manufacturing plants. The basis for our program is that Sugar Creek provides the
building or space, provides the non-consumable supplies like furniture and learning
materials, and maintains the building for a licensed childcare provider. The licensed
provider cares for the children and provides the meals and other consumable supplies.
In return for the space, Sugar Creek employees receive enrollment priority. Once
Sugar Creek employee’s needs for childcare spaces are met, the balance of the
capacity is offered to the community at large. Because of our arrangement the cost of
care is generally less than others in the area and removing the burden of the building
costs from the provider helps make our program sustainable.

Legislation to incentivize public-private partnerships is a sound investment of state
funds. The availability of quality childcare is necessary to allow those with young
children to enter the workforce today. Quality childcare and early learning
opportunities prepare our youth for success at school which will prepare them to be
the workforce of future. Sugar Creek has demonstrated that public-private
partnerships can work. Because of them there are over 100 childcare seats available
for our employees that were not there before we formed the partnerships at those
locations. We are working to repeat the success of Washington Court House, OH and
Cambridge City, IN at our other locations but timelines and project scope are
determined by availability of resources. Financial support through grants for public-
private partnerships can help Ohio companies create more of these partnerships and
accelerate the opening of projects underway.

Chairwoman White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the
House Children and Human Services Committee, thank you for your time and this
opportunity to testify in support of this important legislation. | would be happy to
answer any questions that you may have.

SugarCreek

4320 Indeco Court
Blue Ash, OH 45241
765-312-0210
SugarCreek.com



A
SugarCreek’

Brandworthy Food Solutions
Since 1966

SugarCreek

4320 Indeco Court
Blue Ash, OH 45241
765-312-0210
SugarCreek.com



