
 
 

April 28, 2025 

Ohio House Children and Human Services Committee 

Chairperson White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and 

Members of the House Children and Human Services Committee: 

My name is Chad Nunamaker, and I am the Executive Director and 

Communication Manager for the Southwest Ohio Association for the 

Education of Young Children. We are a proud state-level affiliate of the 

National Association for the Education of Young Children, serving 

Cincinnati, Columbus, Dayton, and 16 surrounding counties. We promote 

high-quality early learning for all children, birth through age 8, by 

connecting practice, policy, and research. We believe that all young 

children thrive and learn in a society dedicated to ensuring they reach 

their full potential. 

Every child in Ohio deserves access to high-quality early care and education that nurtures their development 

and lays the foundation for lifelong success. Yet too many Ohio families today face serious barriers to finding 

affordable, reliable, high-quality options, and too many early childhood educators are being forced out of the 

profession due to low wages and unstable working conditions. 

Ohio’s early care and education system is stretched thin. Staffing shortages, rising costs, and a shortage of 

programs in both urban and rural areas leave families without the support they need. Meanwhile, early 

educators, who are essential to children's growth and learning, continue to earn wages that do not reflect their 

specialized knowledge, expertise, or the value of their work. 

House Bill 41 represents an important opportunity to strengthen Ohio’s early learning infrastructure. By 

supporting employer-based programs, community initiatives, and targeted expansion in areas of greatest 

need, such as rural areas, this bill invests in the public-private partnerships and resources that help children, 

families, and communities thrive. 

Expanding access to early care and education is not only a workforce strategy. It is a commitment to building a 

stronger, brighter future for all of Ohio's youngest learners. We are grateful to Representatives White and 

Roemer for recognizing the importance of early childhood education and the potential benefits of public-

private partnerships. House Bill 41 is a step in the right direction. On behalf of the early childhood educators 

we serve, we respectfully urge your support for House Bill 41. 

Sincerely, 

Ross “Chad” Nunamaker, MSE 

Executive Director & Communication Manager 

Southwest Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children 

chad.nunamaker@swoaeyc.org 


