
 

April 28, 2025 
 
House Children and Human Services Committee 
Ohio Statehouse 
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Re: House Bill 41 Written Proponent Testimony 
 
Dear Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House Children and 
Human Services Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in support of 
House Bill 41. My name is John Rizzo, and I’m the Vice President of the Akron-Canton Advocacy 
Alliance (ACAA), which is a collaboration of the Greater Akron Chamber and the Canton Regional 
Chamber of Commerce to represent the needs of our 4,500 members and engage with elected officials 

and policymakers for the benefit of jobs, investment, and growth for the Akron-Canton region.   
 
Across our region, we consistently hear from businesses of all shapes and sizes that talent attraction 
and retention remain a top concern, and that quality, accessible and affordable child care is a big piece 
of the puzzle. That said, we commend the Ohio Legislature for working to increase Ohio’s child care 
capacity, provide more options and stabilize costs for Ohio’s hard working families.  
 
The proposed $20 million Child Care Capacity Grant Program provides a critically important incentive to 
convert/repurpose obsolete facilities into functional child care centers. The program calls for 
collaboration between business, government, nonprofits, and other community organizations to conduct 
this work, which ensures that each of these grant awards (and subsequent workstream) effectively fits 
the unique needs of the region they’re in. If done correctly, this program stands to bolster our workforce 
and better position Ohio’s families for success. 
 
Early conversations indicate plans to allocate these funds across Ohio by using the JobsOhio regions 
as a way to ensure the grants are fairly distributed. In Northeast Ohio, we are served by Team NEO, 
which has a fourteen-county footprint that includes multiple metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs), 
including Cleveland-Elyria, Akron, Canton-Massillon, Mansfield and Sandusky.  
 
As you know, MSAs are geographic regions defined by the federal government that include core urban 
areas (with 50,000 or more residents) and surrounding counties/communities with a high degree of 
economic and social integration/commuter interchange rates. Team NEO is unique among JobsOhio 
network partners in that it has multiple MSAs within its region. We strongly encourage the legislature to 
take this nuance into account, and to consider alternative plans to ensure fair distribution of these funds 
– such as utilizing federally designated MSAs (whose principal city is in Ohio) and/or other metrics that 
might more effectively reflect the needs of Ohio’s most populated areas.  
 
Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House Children and Human 
Services Committee, thank you for your consideration of House Bill 41 and the important role that child 
care has in Ohio’s workforce ecosystem. We welcome any opportunity to work with you on 
implementing this program alongside our members and community partners.  
 
John Rizzo 
Vice President 
Akron-Canton Advocacy Alliance 


