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Chairwoman White, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the Children and Human Services
Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 472. | am proud to
sponsor this bipartisan legislation alongside my colleague, Vice Chair Salvo.

Not too long ago, a homeless man made a small fire in my backyard just to stay warm. When |
spoke with him, he broke down in tears. He had no place to stay, and he desperately wanted to
work, but he could not get a job because he had no ID or birth certificate. Without those
documents, he could not move forward, no matter how hard he tried.

State IDs and birth certificates are two of the most essential documents a person can have,
especially for Ohioans experiencing homelessness. These documents are not a luxury—they are
a basic necessity for navigating the world and accessing vital services. Yet today, they remain
out of reach for too many.

The fees associated with obtaining an ID or a certified copy of a birth certificate can create a
significant financial barrier. For individuals and families already struggling to meet basic needs,
even a modest fee can stand between them and access to work, housing, or healthcare. For
Ohioans experiencing homelessness, these documents are often the first step toward stability and
independence.

House Bill 472 would eliminate all fees for state ID cards and certified birth certificates for
individuals and families experiencing homelessness. This simple, compassionate, and fiscally
responsible change would remove a critical barrier that disproportionately affects our most
vulnerable neighbors.

Access to identification is more than a bureaucratic step—it is often the key to employment,
housing, and healthcare. By helping Ohioans obtain IDs, we empower them to move forward,
reduce reliance on costly public systems, and rebuild their lives.

At least 22 states and Washington, D.C., already offer free or reduced-cost identification for
people experiencing homelessness. Ohio has the opportunity to follow their lead and take a
meaningful step to help individuals and families who are ready to rebuild their lives.
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We respectfully ask for your support of House Bill 472 to ensure this unnecessary barrier is
removed for Ohioans experiencing homelessness.

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration. We would be happy to answer any
questions from the committee.
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