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Sponsor Testimony — House Bill 472

Chair White, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House Children and Human Services
Committee -- thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 472, which
[ am proud to co-sponsor alongside Representative Christine Cockley.

This bipartisan legislation is simple in concept but deeply important in practice. House Bill 472
aims to reduce barriers that prevent individuals experiencing homelessness from obtaining the
identification documents required for work, housing, education, health care, and participation in
everyday life.

Purpose and Background

In Ohio, a state-issued identification card and a certified copy of a birth certificate are basic
prerequisites for almost everything -- from applying for a job or enrolling in school to accessing
social services or housing assistance. Yet for individuals and families experiencing homelessness,
the cost of obtaining these documents can be out of reach.

[ know that to many people, this may not seem like a significant cost. However, for someone just
coming out of jail or rehab, or for an unhoused youth who is couch surfing and has no stable place
to live, even a small fee can be a major barrier. It can become a catch-22 -- you can’t earn money
without these documents, yet you need money to obtain them.

While Ohio law already allows adults experiencing homelessness to access a free state ID, there
remains a significant gap for minors. Young people experiencing homelessness -- including
unaccompanied youth or those living in temporary housing -- often face the same obstacles to
stability as adults, but without the financial means or parental support to navigate the system. This
bill ensures they, too, can access these critical identification documents without cost.

By waiving fees for both IDs and birth certificates for individuals of any age who are experiencing
homelessness, House Bill 472 closes this gap and creates a consistent, compassionate standard
across our state.
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Reducing Barriers to Employment, Housing, and Stability
At its core, this legislation is about removing barriers that keep people trapped in cycles of poverty
and instability. Without an ID or birth certificate, it’s nearly impossible to:

» Apply for employment or complete work-eligibility verification forms;

e Secure housing or enroll in supportive programs;

¢ Access public benefits or health care; and

¢ Enroll children in school or obtain vital records necessary for legal documentation.

House Bill 472 ensures that the path toward stability -- whether through employment, education, or
housing -- begins with access to proper identification.

Implementation and Accountability

The bill amends sections of the Revised Code governing both the Bureau of Motor Vehicles and the
Department of Health, ensuring that the waiver applies to both ID cards and certified birth
certificates. Verification would be done through recognized homeless service providers or agencies
familiar with a person’s housing status -- consistent with how adult waivers are already
administered.

It's important to note that House Bill 472 does not waive or modify any federal identification
requirements. Individuals will still need to meet documentation standards such as providing a
Social Security number when required for a state-issued ID. What this bill does is remove the
financial and procedural barriers that prevent people from even beginning that process. By
ensuring they can obtain the foundational documents -- like a birth certificate or state ID -- at no
cost, we're helping them take the first step toward employment, housing, and self-sufficiency.

Federal law through the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act allows homeless youth to verify
their status through a school liaison or service provider, but it doesn’t waive the cost of obtaining
their documents. House Bill 472 builds on that existing structure -- it doesn’t create new
bureaucracy, it simply ensures that verified youth and adults can obtain their ID and birth
certificate at no cost. This gives youth who lack a stable parent or guardian a clear, affordable
pathway to meet legal and employment requirements.

Why House Bill 472 Matters

Access to identification is foundational. Without it, individuals remain locked out of opportunities
that could move them toward stability. For adults, that may mean being unable to start a job or sign
a lease. For youth, it may mean being unable to register for school, open a bank account, or meet
verification for health or social services.



Many states across the country -- including several that share Ohio’s conservative approach to
governance -- have already recognized that removing these fees is a common-sense, bipartisan
solution. House Bill 472 allows Ohio to continue leading with practical, compassionate policy that
supports both accountability and opportunity.

This legislation represents a small but meaningful step toward addressing homelessness in Ohio. It
doesn’t create a new program or require additional bureaucracy -- it simply ensures that every
Ohioan, regardless of age or circumstance, can obtain the documents needed to take the next step
toward independence and stability.

By removing these unnecessary barriers, we empower people to rebuild their lives, access
employment, and secure housing -- ultimately reducing reliance on public systems and
strengthening our communities.

[ want to thank Representative Cockley for her partnership and for her commitment to lifting up
some of Ohio’s most vulnerable residents. [ respectfully ask for the committee’s favorable
consideration of House Bill 472.

Thank you Chair White, Ranking Member Lett, and members, and [ would be happy to answer any
questions.



