
Where do you keep the critical documents for you and your dependents? Identification is 
crucial for work, banking, school enrollment, and so many more aspects of daily life in our 
society. When someone is housing insecure, often everything they own (including every 
important legal document they have) is contained in a single backpack. If that backpack 
gets lost or stolen. They are at zero, often requiring one form of ID to obtain the next. The 
time and money this takes is a major barrier. Imagine if this happens to someone with three 
kids that they are trying to enroll in school, which requires the child's birth certificate, 
which are $25 each for even the first copy at birth. $75 is a major barrier, leading to children 
being kept home from school, further deepening the cycle of poverty and dependency. At 
UM Church for All People, we have helped thousands of individuals receive free birth 
certificates and state IDs. It's a program we initially funded ourselves because we believed 
in it. It was such a huge success, meeting an unmet demand that it received additional 
funding from the United Way, Molina Healthcare, and the City of Columbus. Now those 
funds have dried up and we are looking to the State of Ohio to do its part in assisting with 
relieving this burden on its most at-risk citizens. Please vote in favor of HB 472 

 


