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I have helped homeless Ohioans to obtain birth certificates for 6  years at the Church for All 
People in Columbus.  We recently lost our funding and can no longer provide this critical 
service. Without a birth certificate and an Ohio ID, the homeless do not exist. I have heard 
hundreds of personal stories from people whose lives spiraled out of control when they lost 
their jobs, fell behind on rent and were evicted.  Many personal belongings were lost during 
the havoc of eviction, including birth certificates, IDs and other important documents. We 
see many people whose stolen backpacks contained all of their earthly belongings. 

Veterans and previously incarcerated people often don’t have their birth certificates or  
Ohio IDs and can’t move forward with their lives.  It is particularly hard because to obtain 
an ID, a birth certificate is required.  No birth certificate, no ID. 

Mothers with children of all ages that need housing but are struggling because they don’t 
have birth certificates for all the children.  Some of these mothers and children were living 
in cars.  

If I were homeless, I would likely be dead in two weeks so I am amazed at the resiliency of 
these people.  With absolutely no assets and no documentation, they continue to work 
toward improving their lives.  The least we can do is provide the two pieces of 
documentation that they must have to be recognized as a person and deserving of housing, 
food and employment. 

 

 

 

 


