
 

November 4, 2025 

The Honorable Andrea White, Chair 
Children and Human Services Committee 
Ohio House of Representatives 
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 

To Chair White, Vice Chair Salvo, Ranking Member Lett, and members of the House Children and 
Human Services Committee, 

SchoolHouse Connection (SHC) is a national nonprofit organization that works to address child 
and youth homelessness through early care and education. We partner in policy reform efforts 
with legislators, educators, young people and families with lived experience in homelessness, 
and advocates who want to improve outcomes in their community. That has included work in 
Ohio over the years.  

SHC supports HB 472. Passing this bill would position Ohio among a growing number of states 
taking proactive steps to remove barriers to vital documents for youth experiencing 
homelessness. Thank you to Representatives Cockley and Salvo for your attention to this issue. 

Ohio public schools identified 26,292 students experiencing homelessness in the 2024-25 
school year, an increase of 21 percent from the 2021-22 school year.1 This includes at least 
2,250 unaccompanied youth (who are homeless on their own, without a parent or guardian) in 
the 2022-23 school year.2  

Most people cannot fathom the difficulty of proving one’s identity without access to essential 
identification documents—nor do they typically consider cost as a barrier. Yet for many of the 
thousands of youth experiencing homelessness in Ohio, these challenges are significant and 
persistent. Waiving fees for birth certificates and state ID cards will improve access for youth 
who cannot afford these essential documents.  

Authorizing McKinney-Vento liaisons, school counselors, social workers, and community-based 
organizations to verify homelessness is critical to ensuring HB 472 reaches and supports the 
youth it is intended to serve. I also understand that there will be an amendment to allow these 

2 U.S. Department of Education (ED) (2024). EdDataExpress.Ed.Gov. Data profile compiled by SchoolHouse Connection and Poverty 
Solutions at the University of Michigan. 

1 Ohio Department of Education & Workforce Development (2025). Enrollment by Student Demographic.   
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https://tableau.dsc.umich.edu/t/UM-Public/views/ChildandYouthHomelessnessDataProfiles/State?%3Aembed=y
https://reports.education.ohio.gov/report/report-card-data-state-enrollment-by-student-demographic


 

professionals to sign the ID card application in place of a parent or guardian. This language is 
necessary to provide support for many homeless youth who are living on their own, so that the 
policy actually provides the intended impact. We have seen in other states that do not take this 
into consideration, barriers remain for this particular group of youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

We know that youth experiencing homelessness want to work. Yet their unemployment rates are 
as high as 75 percent, as compared to 16 percent among their peers with stable housing.3 
Removing barriers to obtaining documents such as a birth certificate and state-issued ID will 
increase access to job training, educational programs, employment, housing, and other essential 
services. Ensuring access to these documents not only supports academic success and 
stability, but also reduces unemployment and contributes to economic growth. 

In recent years, Alabama, Florida, Kentucky, Indiana, Nevada, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah and 
Virginia have passed legislation improving access to vital documents for youth experiencing 
homelessness. Lawmakers in these states also have recognized that passing vital documents 
legislation is an extremely low-cost way to better support homeless youth who are striving to 
work, study, and address their instability. For these reasons we urge the legislature to pass HB 
472.  

Respectfully, 

Elliot Williams 

Elliot Williams 
Senior Manager, State Policy 
SchoolHouse Connection 
 

 

 

 

 

3  Ferguson, K.M., Xie, B. & Glynn, S. Adapting the Individual Placement and Support Model with Homeless Young Adults. Child Youth 
Care Forum 41, 277–294 (2012). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10566-011-9163-5  
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